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“Where are your sixth grade books 
   about jewelry-making techniques 
        in Ancient Mesopotamia?” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Questions like this from intermediate or even elementary school students are not uncommon. To the Young Readers’ librarians in Palos Verdes, these kinds of inquiries revealed two persistent assumptions that seemed to be shared by many students, parents, and teachers.

One: that the public library has a vast, archival collection of books on the narrowest of topics. 

And Two: that the library’s collection is almost exclusively print and doesn’t offer reliable, digital resources.



Classroom sessions explain and 
demonstrate the library’s  

print and digital resources. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For years PVLD has conducted in-class visits to our local schools to give students a better idea of the library’s collection and services. These information  literacy sessions include hands-on demonstrations of our many subscription databases of magazine and newspaper articles, as well as online services such as the Brainfuse homework help system, Mango Languages, and NoveList.

For the last few years, the librarians have also participated in freshman orientations at one of the public high schools, which gives us the opportunity to continue to spread the word about our homework help tools.

Grant funding has allowed us to target our message to specific groups in the school system. About 4 to 5 years ago, the library was fortunate enough to receive a grant from Verizon Communications to conduct a series of in-service visits to all the teachers in the PV Unified School District.




The Ace Reporters project set out to 
close the knowledge gap between the 

students and the library. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2012 we received an LSTA grant, through the Calif. State Library, to offer instructional sessions to the district’s 4th and 5th graders.
	
We conducted 31 “Ace Reporters” instructional sessions for 906 students (or 57% of all upper elementary classrooms).

The kids seemed to “get it,” at least during the class sessions; but how much of this new knowledge would they retain and for how long?

More telling was the response from many teachers at the end of these class visits: “I didn’t know you had all those materials online! You mean I can get articles from Consumer Reports?”

		





The SchooLinks project sought to 
“teach the teachers” about IL. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So the next year, in 2013, we decided to focus again on an intensive in-service approach, this time to teachers at the pivotal intermediate school grades. We applied for and received another LSTA grant that sought to deliver digital and information literacy directly to these teachers.

The SchooLinks project was born. By taking information literacy training to the source, during three in-service sessions we showed 91 teachers of 6th through 8th grades how they could incorporate the library’s research tools into their units. 

		



Need another image  
 

The response from teachers was positive. 
Many declared the training: “the best 
in-service ever.” 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Both in follow-up surveys and in person, the teachers indicated high satisfaction with the sessions.

One teacher said, “This is exactly what we were looking for. Especially with the Common Core emphasis on nonfiction and finding evidence. Our curriculum department told us to start using primary sources, and all we could think was, ‘From where? Where do we get them?’ Now we know exactly where to go!” 



Met regularly with key stakeholders, 
including administrators,  
principals, and teachers 

 
• Interviewed social studies teachers about 

their plans for addressing IL and research 
methods in light of Common Core 
 

• Teamed with the school district to present a 
community night focused on 21st Century 
Literacy in a Global Society 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Also part of the project were regular meetings with key stakeholders in the school district, including the Curriculum & Instruction department and the three middle school principals. We wanted their ideas about how best to approach their faculty on the pressing topics of media literacy and Common Core. As a result, we:

*	Interviewed a pair of 6th and 7th grade social studies teachers about how we might continue to promote information literacy and 21st Century research methods to students, parents, and other teachers beyond the grant period; and
		
*	Planned, organized, and hosted a joint library-school district community night called “Connecting the Dots: 21st Century Literacy in a Global Society. The event brought together 75 concerned educators, parents, librarians, and students for a panel discussion of new models of literacy and learning—particularly in light of the shift to Common Core.



principals, and teachers 
 Developed AR / Lexile search tool to 

help students locate titles. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes

In parallel with the grant period, we accomplished a related and long-sought goal of populating our catalog records with Accelerated Reader and Lexile data.  Given Common Core’s increased emphasis on text complexity, a growing number of students, parents, and teachers continue to visit the library to find books at various levels of quantitative and qualitative reading demand. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Finally, we created the SchooLinks  offering on the library’s website. 

In the “For Students” section, we link to content-specific websites that students can draw upon in their research assignments. Working with our teacher-collaborators, we identified 4  major areas of study — “Silk Road” and “World Religions” for 6th graders …  “Pirates” and “Early Americas” for 7th graders — and curated a webliography of authoritative sites on these topics.

In the “For Teachers” section, we linked to some useful articles and rubrics about information and digital literacy, Big6, Google searching, and website evaluation techniques.

With our grant funds we purchased 100 flash drives imprinted with the “PVLD” logo on one side and on the other our “SchooLinks” logo designed in-house. We preloaded the drives with the teacher-related documents and a dynamic URL to the new website and distributed them to teachers, administrators, and school librarians.






Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use this and the following slides only if the Internet connection does give us access to the live website.
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