November 3, 2009 California Library Ballot Measures*

Pacific Grove
Pacific Grove Public Library Parcel Tax (Special Tax) Failed
Pacific Grove, CA Operations 65.9% of Yes Vote*

Measure J was a $96 parcel tax for library operations. More information is available at:
http://www.ballotpedia.org/wiki/index.php/Pacific Grove library parcel tax, Measure J, 2009

San Mateo (City of)
San Mateo Public Library Sales Tax (General Tax) Passed
San Mateo, CA Operations 60.8% of Yes Vote

The revenue generated from the approval of the sales tax will be directed entirely to the General Fund for
operations. The revenue will benefit all City departments, including the library, in that it will help close
an $8 million shortfall in the General Fund’s operations budget. The passage of the measures (See Hotel
Tax below) will provide additional funding that will mitigate the need for further reductions.

San Mateo (City of)
San Mateo Public Library Hotel Tax (General Tax) Passed
San Mateo, CA Operations 74.5% of Yes Vote

The revenue generated from the approval of the hotel tax will be directed entirely to the General Fund for
operations. The revenue will benefit all City departments, including the library, in that it will help close
an $8 million shortfall in the General Fund’s operations budget. The passage of the measures (See Sales
Tax above) will provide additional funding that will mitigate the need for further reductions.

South Pasadena (City of)
South Pasadena Public Library  Parcel Tax (Special Tax) Passed
South Pasadena, CA Facilities & Operations 79.7% Yes Vote

Measure L was a parcel tax for library operations. More information is available at:
http://www.ballotpedia.org/wiki/index.php/South_Pasadena_Library Tax, Measure L, 20009.

Ventura County
Ventura County Library Sales Tax (General Tax) Failed
Ventura, CA Operations 44.1% Yes Vote

This was a general sales tax measure which impacted the status of a branch library in Ventura County. More
information is available at: http://www.vcstar.com/news/2009/nov/09/ventura-library-to-close-at-end-of-month/.

*General tax ballot measures and Gann overrides in California require a simple majority (50+%) to pass, but
library special tax measures require a 2/3’s supermajority to pass.




