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California -- One Hundred Years Ago

April 1909. “The monitor Cheyenne, U.S.N., left San Pedro yesterday for Mare
Island. Full report will be made on her arrival there as to the results of the oil-burning
tests made upon the various cruises from San Pedro. The first tests made in January
were unsatisfactory because of an error in setting one blade of the propeller at a
different pitch form the other blades.... The series of three-day trials just completed
while on cruise from San Pedro were made at speeds of 7, 8, 9, and 10 knots and also
at maximum. Officers of the Cheyenne declare that the second tests made off San
Pedro were very thorough and the results satisfactory in every way. The success of oil
as a fuel, they declare, is assured.” Los Angeles Times (April 21, 1909) pg. 1110.

1909. “California oil men will probably find, very soon, a profitable, if sometime
cautious customer, in the Navy Department. It has taken long, but the navy has come
to the use of oil for making steam.... It is proposed to have liquid fuel stored
wherever there is now a coaling station. This would result in such liquid fuel depots at
Puget Sound, San Francisco and San Diego on the Pacific Coast. Eventually there
will be oil ships just as there are now colliers.” Los Angeles Times (August 4, 1909)

pg. 14.
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Introduction to Studies in the News

Studies in the News is a current compilation of items significant to the Legislature
and Governor's Office. It is created weekly by the California State Library's
California Research Bureau to supplement the public policy debate in California.
To help share the latest information with state policymakers, these reading lists are
now being made accessible through the California State Library’s website. This
week’s list of current articles in various public policy areas is presented below. Prior
lists can be viewed from the California State Library's Web site at
www.library.ca.gov/sitn

e When available, the URL for the full text of each item is provided.

« California State Employees may contact the State Information & Reference
Center (916-654-0261); cslinfo@library.ca.gov) with the SITN issue number
and the item number [S#].

« All other interested individuals should contact their local library - the items may
be available there, or may be borrowed by your local library on your behalf.

The following studies are currently on hand:

CRIMINAL JUSTICE & LAW ENFORCEMENT

DRUG PROSECUTION

The Changing Racial Dynamics of the War on Drugs. By Marc Mauer, The
Sentencing Project. (The Project, Washington, DC) April 2009. 23 p.

Full text at;
http://sentencingproject.org/Admin/Documents/publications/dp raceanddrugs.pdf

["For the first time since crack cocaine sparked a war on drugs 20 years ago, the
number of black Americans in state prisons for drug offenses has fallen sharply,
while the number of white prisoners convicted for drug crimes has increased. The
number of black inmates in state prisons for drug offenses had fallen from 145,000
in 1999 to 113,500 in 2005, a 22 percent decline. In that period, the number of
white drug offenders rose steadily, from about 50,000 to more than 72,000, a 43
percent increase. The number of Latino drug offenders was virtually unchanged at
about 51,000.... The Sentencing Project report and other experts said the numbers
could reflect several factors, including an increased reliance by prosecutors and
judges on prison alternatives such as drug courts and a shift in police focus to


http://www.library.ca.gov/crb/
http://www.library.ca.gov/sitn
mailto:cslsirc@library.ca.gov?subject=Studies%20in%20the%20News
http://sentencingproject.org/Admin/Documents/publications/dp_raceanddrugs.pdf

methamphetamines, which are used and distributed mostly by white Americans. In
addition, the report said, crack use and arrests have declined steadily since the
1990s." Washington Post (April 15, 2009) 1.][Request #509-12-3605]

[Back to Top]

Drug Decriminalization in Portugal: Lessons for Creating Fair and Successful
Drug Policies. By Glenn Greenwald. (Cato Institute, Washington, DC) April
2009. 34 p.

Full text at: http://www.cato.org/pubs/wtpapers/greenwald whitepaper.pdf

['OnJuly 1, 2001, a nationwide law in Portugal took effect that decriminalized all
drugs, including cocaine and heroin.... Notably, decriminalization has become
increasingly popular in Portugal since 2001. The political consensus in favor of
decriminalization is unsurprising in light of the relevant empirical data. Those data
indicate that decriminalization has had no adverse effect on drug usage rates in
Portugal, which, in numerous categories, are now among the lowest in the EU,
particularly when compared with states with stringent criminalization regimes.
Although postdecriminalization usage rates have remained roughly the same or
even decreased slightly when compared with other EU states, drug-related
pathologies -- such as sexually transmitted diseases and deaths due to drug usage --
have decreased dramatically."][Request #509-12-3528]

[Back to Top]

JAILS
Report on Mental Issues at Los Angeles County Jail. By Terry A. Kupers, The
Wright Institute. (American Civil Liberties Union of Southern California, Los

Angeles, California) 2008. 79 p.

Full text at: https://www.aclu-sc.org/documents/view/173

["Civil rights advocates called on the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors and
Sheriff Lee Baca to close the Men's Central Jail, saying nightmarish conditions and
overcrowding undermine the inmates' mental health.... A report stated that the
Sheriff's Department often fails to identify inmates who suffer from mental illness.
As a result, the poor jail conditions exacerbate their problems.... Men's Central Jail
is dark and dank with crowded rows of mostly windowless cells, where
rehabilitation programs are scarce or nonexistent and treatment is limited to
medication. Those suffering from mental illness tend to remain in their cells all day
and are often the ones abused by fellow inmates. 'Excessive force and other abuses
become more frequent occurrences,’ Kupers said.” Los Angeles Times (April 15,
2009) 1.]
[Request #S09-12-3601]

[Back to Top]
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RAPE
Testing Justice: The Rape Kit Backlog in Los Angeles City and County. By
Sarah Tofte, Human Rights Watch. (Human Rights Watch, New York, New
York) March 2009. 67 p.

Full text at: http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/rapekit0309webwcover.pdf

["'Rape victims seeking justice sometimes find nothing but a dead end in Los
Angeles County. A report revealed that the Los Angeles Police Department, county
sheriff's office and other smaller agencies have failed to test DNA evidence in more
than 12,000 sexual assault cases. Based on interviews with police officials and a
review of data obtained through public records requests, the report revealed that the
county's backlog is probably the largest in the nation. It's also larger and more
widespread than previous reports had indicated.... LAPD officials say they hope to
eliminate the backlog within four years. They began chipping away at it in January
after hiring more lab technicians and outsourcing scores of rape Kits to private labs
for testing. But time is not on LAPD's side. The backlog has allowed rapists and
other dangerous criminals to escape detection and strike again." ProPublica (March

31, 2009) 1.][Request #S509-12-3560]
[Back to Top]
CULTURE AND SOCIETY

IMMIGRATION

Learning from Each Other: The Integration of Immigrant and Minority Groups
in the United States and Europe. By Spencer P. Boyer, Center for American
Progress. (The Center, Washington, DC) April 2009.

["The United States and the European Union share much in common, including a
similar religious and cultural heritage, strong democratic institutions, and a
commitment to civil society. One thing they do not share, however, is a common set
of political attitudes and attendant policies on how best to integrate immigrant and
minority groups into their larger societies. Intriguingly, though, policymakers in the
United States and Europe could learn a great deal from each other as they tackle this
issue -- one of the more important challenges of the 21st century. This report
explores the current integration efforts taking place in the United States and
European Union, and offers recommendations for what the United States and
Europe can do to be more effective in these undertakings."][Request #S09-12-3613]
Report. 44 p.
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2009/04/pdf/immigrant_integration.pdf

Executive Summary. 6 p.
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2009/04/pdf/immigrant integration execs

umm.pdf

[Back to Top]
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DEMOGRAPHY

IMMIGRANTS
A Portrait of Unauthorized Immigrants in the United States. By Jeffrey S. Passel
and D'Vera Cohn, Pew Research Center. (The Center, Washington, DC) April
14, 2009. 52 p.

Full text at; http://pewhispanic.org/files/reports/107.pdf

['Growing numbers of children of illegal immigrants are being born in this country,
and they are nearly twice as likely to live in poverty than those with American-born
parents. lllegal immigrants' children born in the United States are American
citizens, yet they struggle in poverty and uncertainty along with parents who fear
deportation, toil largely in low-wage jobs and face layoffs in an ailing economy....
Ilegal immigrants also have become more geographically dispersed, increasingly
passing up typical destinations like California in favor of jobs in newly emerging
Hispanic areas in Southeastern states like Georgia and North Carolina. In 2008,
California had the most illegal immigrants at 2.7 million, double its 1990 number.
Still, California's 22 percent share of the nation's illegal immigrant population was a
marked drop-off from its 42 percent share in 1990." Sacramento Bee (April 14,
2009) 1.]

[Request #S09-12-3562]

[Back to Top]

Estimates of the Unauthorized Immigrant Population Residing in the United
States: January 2008. By Michael Hoefer, Office of Immigration Statistics,
Department of Homeland Security. (The Office, Washington, DC) February
2009. 7 p.

Full text at:
http://www.dhs.qgov/xlibrary/assets/statistics/publications/ois ill pe 2008.pdf

["In summary, the number of unauthorized immigrants living in the United States
declined from 11.8 million in January 2007 to 11.6 million in January 2008. The
2008 estimate marks the first time since 2005 when DHS began producing annual
estimates that there was not a year-to-year increase in unauthorized residents.
During the 2000-2008 period, the unauthorized immigrant population increased by
37 percent."]

[Request #S09-12-3586]

[Back to Top]
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ECONOMY

AEROSPACE INDUSTRY

Space Industry’s Impact on the California Economy. By A.T. Kearney.
(California Space Authority, Santa Maria, California) April 2009. 15 p.

Full text at: http://www.californiaspaceauthority.org/images/pdfs/California-Space-
Enterprise-Economic-Impact-Exec-Summary.pdf

["The report shows California leading the nation and world in contributions to the
economy. California accounts for 44 percent of the U.S. space market, and 21
percent of the global market, contributing more than $76 billion in total economic
impact and more than 370,000 jobs.... While many think of space enterprise as
rocket scientists and defense contractors, applications from space-based
technologies are widely used throughout many other industries. Environmental
studies, crop infestation, water use monitoring, and oceanic observation all rely on
space capabilities. Space enterprise is an enabler that stimulates entrepreneurial
investment, innovation and the economy.” California Space Authority press release
(April 20, 2009) 1.]
[Request #S09-12-3614]

[Back to Top]

INCOME DISTRIBUTION
What Are the Long-Term Trends in Intergroup Economic Disparities? By
Thomas Masterson and others, The Levy Economics Institute. (The Institute,

Annandale-on-Hudson, New York) February 2009. 16 p.

Full text at: http://www.levy.org/pubs/Imw feb 09 2.pdf

["The authors examine long-term trends in economic well-being in the United
States between 1959 and 2004 within various population subgroups based on the
following household characteristics: race/ethnicity, age, education, and marital
status. With the exception of income from wealth, they find that the gap between
nonwhite and white households narrowed between 1959 and 2004, and public
consumption increasingly favored nonwhites. Relative well-being for those 65 and
older improved significantly, and was 9 percent higher than the average nonelderly
household in 2000 (a finding at odds with official measures of economic well-
being). In contrast, the under-35 age group experienced a sizable deterioration in
relative well-being, as did less educated groups relative to college graduates.”]
[Request #S09-12-3454]

[Back to Top]
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INFRASTRUCTURE

2009 Report Card for America's Infrastructure. By the American Society of
Civil Engineers. (The Society, Reston, Virginia) March 25, 2009. 168 p.

Full text at:
http://s3.amazonaws.com/ascereportcard/sites/default/filessRC2009 full report.pdf

["The 2009 Report Card for America’s Infrastructure finds not much has changed
since the last edition four years ago. Years of delayed maintenance and lack of
modernization have left Americans with an outdated and failing infrastructure that
cannot meet our needs.... Grades ranged from a high of C+ for solid waste to a low
of D- for drinking water, inland waterways, levees, roads, and wastewater. U.S.
surface transportation and aviation systems declined over the past four years, with
aviation and transit dropping from a D+ to D, and roads dropping froma D to a
nearly failing D-.... Just one category -- energy -- improved since 2005, raised its
grade from D to D+."][Request #S09-12-3587]

[Back to Top]

Sustainable Critical Infrastructure Systems: A Framework for Meeting 21st
Century Imperatives. By the Toward Sustainable Critical Infrastructure
Systems: Framing the Challenges Workshop Committee, National Research
Council. (National Academies Press, Washington, DC) 2009.

['The critical infrastructure systems -- water, wastewater, power, transportation,
and telecommunications -- built in the 20th century have become so much a part of
modern life that they are taken for granted. The quality of life for Americans in the
21st century will depend in part on whether the nation’s critical infrastructure
systems can meet such expectations.... In recent years, both public and private
organizations have called for improvements in critical infrastructure systems, often
recommending massive financial investments. However, approaching infrastructure
renewal by continuing to use the same processes, practices, technologies, and
materials that were developed in the 20th century will likely yield the same results:
increasing instances of service disruptions, higher operating and repair costs, and
the possibility of catastrophic, cascading failures."] Note: Critical Infrastructure
Systems.... is available for loan. [Request #509-12-3569]

Book. 70 p.

http://books.nap.edu/catalog.php?record id=12638&utm medium=etmail&utm so
urce=National%20Academies%20Press&utm campaign=New+from+NAP+4.7.09
&utm content=Downloader&utm term

Executive Summary. 17 p.
http://www.nap.edu/nap-cqi/report.cgi?record id=12638&type=pdfxsum

[Back to Top]
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EDUCATION

COMMUNITY COLLEGES

Getting Back on Track: Effects of a Community College Program for
Probationary Students. By Susan Scrivener and others, MDRC. (MDRC, New
York, New York) April 2009.

["Community colleges are often hailed as open-access institutions, and, arguably,
no state has done more to ensure access than California. Unfortunately, community
college completion rates are dismally low, in part because many students are
underprepared for college-level work.... As part of MDRC’s multisite Opening
Doors demonstration, Chaffey College, a large community college in Southern
California, ran two versions of a program that was designed to improve outcomes
among students who are on probation.... Chaffey’s original, voluntary Opening
Doors program did not meaningfully affect students’ academic outcomes.... In
contrast, the Enhanced Opening Doors program, with its message of required
participation, improved students’ academic outcomes."][Request #509-12-3570]

Report. 202 p.
http://www.mdrc.org/publications/514/full.pdf

Executive Summary. 25 p.
http://www.mdrc.org/publications/514/execsum.pdf

[Back to Top]
HIGHER EDUCATION
Closing the Gap: Meeting California’s Need for College Graduates. By Hans
Johnson and Ria Sengupta, Public Policy Institute of California. (The Institute,

San Francisco, California) April 2009. 23 p.

Full text at: http://www.ppic.org/main/publication.asp?i=835

["With college enrollment rates among the lowest in the nation, California will face
a shortage of 1 million college graduates needed for the state's workforce in 2025.
Unless policy changes are made, only 35% of the state's working-age adults will
hold a four-year degree that year, even as a college education will be required for at
least 41% of job-holders.... Only 56% of California's high school graduates, as
opposed to 62% nationwide, proceed directly to college. The state also ranked
comparatively low in other measures, including its share of 25- to 34-year-olds with
at least a bachelor's degree and the number of college students who graduated
within five years... The report called on educators and politicians to address the
enrollment, transfer and graduation issues to try to close the expected gap." Los
Angeles Times (April 16, 2009) 1.][Request #S09-12-3606]

[Back to Top]
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PRESCHOOL

The Fiscal Effects of Investing in High-Quality Preschool Programs. By William
T. Dickens, The Brookings Institution, and Charles Baschnagel, University of
Maryland. (The Institution, Washington, DC) April 2009. 8 p.

Full text at:
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2009/04 preschool programs dic
kens/04 preschool programs dickens.pdf

["Randomized treatment-control experiments suggest large returns to investments in
prekindergarten education. Several studies consider the social benefits of such
investments, but none have considered the full potential gains to government
budgets. We embed estimates of the effects of two model programs in a growth
model of the U.S. economy to judge the impact they would have on federal, state
and local government budgets. Assuming a 3 percent discount rate we find that both
programs would pay back in reduced costs and increased revenues in excess of
three-fourths of their costs within a seventy-five year budget window. Both
programs would eventually reap a positive return for government budgets if
policymakers were sufficiently patient.”]

[Request #S09-12-3608]

[Back to Top]

The State of Preschool 2008. By W. Steven Barnett and others, National Institute
for Early Education Research. (The Institute, New Brunswick, New Jersey)
2008.

["The 2007-2008 year was one of impressive progress for state-funded preschool
education. Overall, state programs made major progress in expanding enroliment
and continued to raise quality standards. For the second year running per-child
funding increased, reversing the prior downward trend in expenditures. However,
despite the modest upward trend in spending overall, fewer states were confirmed
as providing sufficient funding per child to meet our benchmarks for quality
standards. In current economic circumstances, this shortfall is especially
worrisome.... As some states move forward rapidly, others fall further behind.
Oklahoma remains the only state where virtually every child can start school at age
4, but other states are approaching that goal. At the other end of the spectrum, 12
states have no regular state preschool education program."][Request #509-12-3573]

Report. 254 p.
http://nieer.org/yearbook/

Executive Summary. 21 p.
http://nieer.org/yearbook/pdf/execsummary.pdfpage=7

[Back to Top]
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ENERGY
ALTERNATIVE FUELS

"Water Embodied in Bioethanol in the United States.” By Yi-Wen Chiu and
others. IN: Environmental Science & Technology, vol. 43, no. 8 (March 2009) pp.
2688-2692.

Full text at: http://pubs.acs.org/doi/pdf/10.1021/es8031067

["At a time when water supplies are scarce in many areas of the United States,
scientists in Minnesota are reporting that production of bioethanol -- often regarded
as the clean-burning energy source of the future -- may consume up to three times
more water than previously thought. Previous studies estimated that a gallon of
corn-based bioethanol requires the use of 263 to 784 gallons of water from the farm
to the fuel pump. But these estimates failed to account for widely varied regional
irrigation practices, the scientists say. They found that bioethanol's water
requirements can be as high as 861 billion gallons of water from the corn field to
the fuel pump in 2007. And a gallon of ethanol may require up to over 2,100
gallons of water from farm to fuel pump, depending on the regional irrigation
practice in growing corn." Science Daily (April 13, 2009) 1.]

[Request #S09-12-3599]

[Back to Top]
ELECTRICITY INDUSTRY

Accommodating High Levels of Variable Generation. By the North American
Electric Reliability Corporation. (The Corporation, Princeton, New Jersey)
April 2009.

["The push to add more renewable wind and solar megawatts to the US electric mix
will force changes in the way the power grid operates to keep electricity flowing
reliably.... Many types of renewable power are much different from power plants
that burn coal or natural gas, plants that can be turned off and on as needed to meet
power demand. That lack of control, or variability, creates thorny integration issues
for operators of the bulk-power network -- the large power lines that move
electricity from plants to neighbourhoods. The push for more renewable power, 'has
the potential to fundamentally change how the system is planned, operated and used
-- from the grid operator right down to the customer,’ said Rick Sergel, NERC
president.” Reuters (April 17, 2009) 1.][Request #509-12-3610]

Report. 104 p.
http://www.nerc.com/files/IVGTF Report 041609.pdf

Executive Summary. 3 p.
http://www.nerc.com/fileUploads/File/Assessments/IVGTE-
Exec.Summ 041609.pdf [Back to Top]
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ENERGY CONSERVATION
Indirect Energy and Your Wallet. By Kenneth P. Green and Aparna Mathur,
American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research. (The Institute,
Washington, DC) March 2009. 6 p.

Full text at: http://www.aei.org/docLib/20090304 0223923EEOGreenMathur g.pdf

["The average household spends nearly as much on the consumption of indirect
energy as it does on direct energy consumption. Understanding how money is spent
and who spends it will be important when Congress addresses climate change and
our energy infrastructure.... We recently published an Energy and Environment
Outlook examining the question of indirect energy use. Indirect energy is the energy
embedded in the goods and services we purchase.... In this Outlook, we will further
explore Americans' use of indirect energy -- this time by examining how much
money an average household spends on indirect energy and what options
Americans have to reduce that spending.”]
[Request #S09-12-3476]

[Back to Top]

NUCLEAR POWER

The High Cost of Nuclear Power: Why America Should Choose a Clean Energy
Future over New Nuclear Reactors. By Travis Madsen, Frontier Group, and
others. (California Public Interest Research Group, Sacramento, California)
March 2009. 41 p.

Full text at: Nuclear Power

["As the nuclear industry attempts to position itself to benefit from new state and
federal policies to boost clean energy and cap global warming, a new report
questions the financial risks of new plants.... Taxpayers should not be subsidizing
nuclear power when there are faster, cleaner, cheaper alternatives to meet our
energy needs. Weakening California’s moratorium, even a little, would mean higher
costs for taxpayers and ratepayers. Per dollar of investment, clean energy solutions
-- such as energy efficiency and renewable resources -- deliver far more energy than
nuclear power." CALPIRG press release (April 14, 2009) 1.]
[Request #S09-12-3575]

[Back to Top]
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ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES
AIR POLLUTION

EPA Needs to Improve Its Efforts to Reduce Air Emissions at U.S. Ports. By
John Bishop and others, Office of the Inspector General, U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency. (The Office, Washington, DC) March 23, 2009. 86 p.

Full text at;
http://www.eenews.net/public/25/10285/features/documents/2009/03/25/document g

w_01.pdf

["While EPA has issued air emissions regulations for most port sources, EPA’s
actions to address air emissions from large oceangoing vessels in U.S. ports have
not yet achieved the goals for protecting human health. The Clean Air Act provides
EPA with the authority to regulate emissions from oceangoing vessel engines when
these emissions cause significant harm to human health. For over 14 years, EPA has
acknowledged that human health has been significantly harmed by emissions from
these sources. Thus far, EPA has only regulated nitrogen oxides emissions from
U.S.-flagged vessels. EPA has chosen to defer taking a position on whether it has
authority to regulate emissions from foreign-flagged vessels, although these vessels
account for about 90 percent of all U.S. port calls.”]
[Request #S09-12-3589]

[Back to Top]

Protecting American Health from Global Shipping Pollution: Establishing an

Emission Control Area in U.S. Waters. By Janea Scott and Hilary Sinnamon,

Environmental Defense Fund. (The Fund, New York, New York) March 2009.
11 p.

Full text at: http://www.edf.org/documents/9466 ECA report March2009.pdf

["The United States Government can chart a course to achieve healthier air for the
millions of Americans impacted by the emissions from ocean-going ships by
applying to the International Maritime Organization for an Emission Control Area -
- an area where stricter pollution limits apply. Ocean-going ships, sometimes
referred to as Category 3 ships, are the largest ships on the water and include
container ships, tankers, cruise ships, and bulk carriers. These large vessels travel
all over the world, making international shipping a significant factor in U.S. port
traffic and emissions. In fact, 90% of ship calls on U.S. ports are made by foreign-
flagged vessels. Ocean-going ships impact air quality in U.S. coastal cities and ports
and even send pollution hundreds of miles inland."]
[Request #S09-12-3593]

[Back to Top]
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GREEN HOUSE GASES

A Pragmatic Approach to Regulating GHGs under the Clean Air Act. By Jameel
Alsalam, Center for Clean Air Policy. (The Center, Washington, DC) March
2009. 17 p.

Full text at:
http://www.ccap.org/docs/resources/614/Clean%20Air%20Act%20and%20GHGs C
CAP March%202009.pdf

["Recent court decisions and pending legal proceedings require the Environmental
Protection Agency to make decisions under the Clean Air Act on whether
greenhouse gas pollution endangers public health and welfare.... A preferable
outcome would be for Congress to pass new, comprehensive market-based climate
legislation which establishes a carbon price throughout the economy and also
implements complementary policies and measures. However, while significant
forward momentum now exists for legislative action, the legislative process is likely
to be timeconsuming, and no one can guarantee when a bill might be passed. In the
interim, the administration will need to make an endangerment finding and
implement the programs required by the Clean Air Act. It should do so ina
pragmatic way, focusing on authorities with the best potential for cost-effectively
reducing GHG emissions."][Request #S09-12-3588]

[Back to Top]

LAND USE

Job Sprawl Revisited: The Changing Geography of Metropolitan Employment.
By Elizabeth Kneebone, Metropolitan Policy Program at Brookings. (The
Program, Washington, DC) April 2009. 24 p.

Full text at:
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/reports/2009/0406 job sprawl kneebone/
20090406 jobsprawl kneebone.pdf

["Only 21 percent of employees in the top 98 metro areas work within three miles
of downtown, while over twice that share (45 percent) work more than 10 miles
away from the city center. Employment steadily decentralized between 1998 and
2006: 95 out of 98 metro areas saw a decrease in the share of jobs located within
three miles of downtown.In almost every major industry, jobs shifted away from the
city center between 1998 and 2006.... Clearly, the spatial distribution of
employment within a region intersects with a whole host of policy areas. These
issues do not exist in independent silos, though too often policy decisions have been
made as if they do. Understanding the changing location of jobs within U.S. regions
represents a necessary step towards implementing more cohesive, comprehensive
policies for economically productive, socially inclusive, and environmentally
sustainable metropolitan growth."][Request #509-12-3592]
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GENERAL GOVERNMENT

CAMPAIGN FINANCE

The Billion Dollar Money Train: Fundraising By Candidates For State Office
Since Voters Enacted Contribution Limits. By the California Fair Political
Practices Commission. (The Commission, Sacramento, California) April 2009.
36 p.

Full text at: http://www.fppc.ca.qov/reports/billion dollar money train.pdf

['California’s political fundraising laws are so full of holes that candidates for state
office have collected an average $344,503 a day -- more than $1 billion -- since
contribution limits took effect eight years ago, state regulators say.... Direct
individual donations to candidates are limited to $3,900 for a contender for the
Legislature and $20,900 for a person running for governor. But elected officials
also raise money for other purposes -- officeholder expenses; legal defense
campaigns; support for, or opposition to, ballot measures. Committees established
for those purposes have raised $156 million. "These methods allow candidates and
officeholders to evade the intent of the people of California,’ said commission
Chairman Ross Johnson, adding that he hoped that the report would trigger a debate
about possible changes to the law." Los Angeles Times (April 14, 2009) 1.]

[Request #S09-12-3579]
[Back to Top]
LOTTERIES

U.S. Lotteries: Achieving Strong Results in a Weak Economy. By Frost &
Sullivan. (Frost & Sullivan, Mountain View, California) April 2009. 32 p.

Full text at: http://www.frost.com/prod/servlet/cio/164978595

['U.S. state governments have relied on lottery revenue as a vital source of funding
for education and other key government programs for over four decades. However,
recent data indicates that, due to challenging economic conditions, many lotteries
are not generating as much revenue as in recent years. In many cases, some are
losing ground. In addition, illegal Internet gaming is potentially drawing away at
least $7 billion in revenue that could otherwise go to states. Now more than ever, as
states face grave budget deficits, they can utilize extra revenue that lottery
enhancements could generate.... If state lotteries were able or allowed to
implement the best practices identified in this study, they could increase sales by
approximately 127%, thus potentially contributing an additional $14.1 billion to
good causes and having a significant impact on enormous state budget gaps."]

[Request #S09-12-3584]
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STATE FINANCES

State Finance in the Great Depression. By Ronald Snell, National Conference of
State Legislatures. (The Conference, Denver, Colorado) March 2009. 9 p

Full text at:
http://www.ncsl.org/print/fiscal/STATEFINANCEGREATDEPRESSION.pdf

['Before the 1930s, state governments had a relatively small imprint on American
life. Before the Depression hit, they functioned as much as highway departments as
anything. In 1927, 30 percent of their general revenue came from motor fuel and
vehicle licensing taxes, and 36 percent of their spending was for highway
construction -- a higher share than now goes for K-12 education.... Expenditure
demands on the one side and stress upon the existing tax system on the other
induced a striking change in state finances from 1933 to 1940. State governments
grew in absolute size. States adopted new general sales, personal income, alcohol,
tobacco and other taxes to supplement and eventually supplant the state property
tax. Measured in dollars of the time, state government spending grew by more than
two and half times from 1927 to 1940."]
[Request #S09-12-3568]
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TAXES
Promoting State Budget Accountability Through Tax Expenditure Reporting.
By Jason Levitis and others, Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. (The

Center, Washington, DC) April 2009. 46 p.

Full text at: http://www.cbpp.org/files/4-9-09sfp.pdf

['Each year states spend tens, maybe hundreds, of billions of dollars on ‘tax
expenditures." Tax expenditures are tax credits, deductions, and exemptions that
reduce state revenue.... Tax expenditures cost state treasuries money in much the
same way as direct spending for schools, health care, or road construction.... There
is a key difference, however, between direct spending and tax expenditures. States
typically require extensive documentation of how much direct spending they do
each year, and their budget processes entail evaluation of each item. Tax
expenditures usually receive far less scrutiny. For the most part, policymakers do
not regularly examine tax expenditures, nor do states document their effectiveness
the same way they do for on-budget expenditures.... Forty-two states produce tax
expenditure reports. Unfortunately, many of these reports have significant
shortcomings that limit their usefulness."]
[Request #S09-12-3581]

[Back to Top]


http://www.ncsl.org/print/fiscal/STATEFINANCEGREATDEPRESSION.pdf
http://www.cbpp.org/files/4-9-09sfp.pdf

HEALTH

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
""California’s Digital Divide: Clinical Information Systems For The Haves And
Have-Nots.”" By Robert H. Miller and others. IN: Health Affairs, vol. 28, no. 2
(March/April 2009) pp. 505-516.

Full text at; http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/content/abstract/28/2/505

['Strong barriers prevent the financing of clinical information systems in health
care delivery system organizations in market segments serving disadvantaged
patients. These segments include community health centers, public hospitals,
unaffiliated rural hospitals, and some Medicaid-oriented solo and small-group
medical practices. Policy interventions such as loans, grants, pay-for-performance
and other reimbursement changes, and support services assistance will help lower
these barriers. Without intervention, progress will be slow and worsen health care
disparities between the advantaged and disadvantaged populations."]

[Request #S09-12-3428]

[Back to Top]

"What It Takes: Characteristics Of The Ideal Personal Health Record.” By
James Kahn and others. IN: Health Affairs, vol. 28, no. 2 (March/April 2009) pp.
369-376.

Full text at: http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/content/abstract/28/2/369

["Americans want online access to their health information, but lack of products
with real value for consumers may be a primary reason for the slow adoption of
personal health records. Few products have been designed to automatically obtain
financial or clinical data from health providers.... requiring individuals to update
them manually. Development challenges have been magnified by the partial
implementation of federal regulations for the secure exchange of health
information, which is critical to integrating data from multiple sources. Developers
have failed to address the use of personal health records among populations without
Internet access, typically the poor, elderly, and minorities.”]

[Request #S09-12-3495]
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MEDICAID

Maximizing Quality and Value in Medicaid: Using Return on Investment
Forecasting to Support Effective Policymaking. By Allison Hamblin and Chad
Shearer, Center for Health Care Strategies. (The Commonwealth Fund, New
York, New York) April 2009. 10 p.

Full text at: Maximizing Quality

["In order to serve increasing numbers of Medicaid beneficiaries, particularly
during an economic recession, states must find ways to maximize the impact of
available funds. Some states are identifying new ways of organizing, financing, and
delivering health care in order to lower costs without sacrificing quality of care or
enrollment capacity. An important tool for helping policymakers design such
‘value-added’ strategies is return-on-investment (ROI) analysis. ROI forecasting
has long been used to inform the allocation of limited resources in the private
sector. This brief outlines what ROI can do, and in a few cases has already done, in
the public sector, to improve quality and control costs in Medicaid."]
[Request #S09-12-3602]
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OBESITY
""Promotion and Provision of Drinking Water in Schools for Overweight
Prevention: Randomized, Controlled Cluster Trial."* By Rebecca Muckelbauer

and others. IN: Pediatrics, vol. 123, no. 4 (April 2009) pp. 661-667.

Full text at: http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/cqi/reprint/123/4/e661

["A new study suggests that installing fountains in elementary schools and pushing
students to drink more water may reduce their risk of being plump by as much as a
third.... Muckelbauer and her colleagues studied the water-drinking habits of nearly
3,000 second and third graders attending schools in the neighboring cities of
Dortmund and Essen, Germany.... She notes that some studies suggest that drinking
water increases the rate at which calories are burned, while others have hinted water
may temporarily decrease appetite. Chugging water might also lead to drinking less
calorie-packed juice and soda, but Muckelbauer says her study found no significant
changes in juice or soft drink consumption. But beware, consumers: what's good for
kids in Germany may not be good for kids in the U.S., where school drinking
fountains may expose them to dangerous concentrations of lead.” Scientific
American (March 30, 2009) 1.]
[Request #S09-12-3577]
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HOUSING

RENTAL HOUSING
Out of Reach 2009: Persistent Problems, New Challenges for Renters. By Keith
E. Wardrip and others, National Low Income Housing Coalition. (The Coalition,
Washington, DC). April 2009. 220 p.

Full text at: http://www.nlihc.org/oor/oor2009/00r2009pub.pdf

["As the recession forces more Americans out of work, working-class tenants are
bearing the brunt of the cuts. Record foreclosures, at the same time, mean more
people are competing for low-cost rentals. And rents in many expensive cities still
haven't budged because so few apartments were built in recent years. A renter
earning the nation's minimum wage of $6.55 could not afford a one-bedroom
apartment in any county in the nation. A renter needs to earn $17.84 an hour to
cover the monthly rent on the average $928 two-bedroom apartment, if they don't
want to spend more than 30 percent of their income on housing. But the median
hourly wage for an American renter is $14.69, more than $3 short of what's
needed.” MSNBC (April 14, 2009) 1.]

[Request #509-12-3612]
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HUMAN SERVICES
HOMELESS
Additional Housing Vouchers Needed to Stem Increase in Homelessness. By
Douglas Rice, Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. (The Center, Washington,
DC) April 16, 2009. 5 p.

Full text at: http://www.cbpp.org/files/4-16-09hous.pdf

["With strong evidence that poverty and homelessness are rising, Congress should
consider realigning budget priorities to provide rental assistance to more low-
income families by funding new housing vouchers. Rental assistance is key to
reducing homelessness among families with children. Housing vouchers are a
particularly effective form of rental assistance because they are flexible and cost-
effective, making housing affordable even for families with very low incomes,
according to numerous studies."]

[Request #S09-12-3603]
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Preventing and Ending Homelessness: Next Steps. By Mary Cunningham,
Urban Institute. (The Institute, Washington, DC) February 2009. 12 p.

Full text at; http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/411837 ending homelessness.pdf

["Across the country, communities are working to end homelessness by investing in
Housing First approaches that help families and single adults get back into
permanent housing. Until recently, many of these communities were reducing
homelessness. Today, the housing crisis and economic recession threatens progress
and puts millions of Americans at risk of homelessness. Many expect the homeless
numbers to swell -- and some communities are already reporting sharp increases,
particularly among families. This brief examines the current state of homelessness,
how community responses are changing, what is working, and, most important,
what policymakers should be doing to move forward, not backward.”]

[Request #509-12-3382]
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SOCIAL POLICY

The Socioeconomic, Health, Safety, and Education Disparities Faced by Boys
and Men of Color in California. By Lois M. Davis and others, RAND Corp.
(RAND, Santa Monica, California) 2009.

["The study identifies some of the greatest disparities for boys and men of color
relative to their white counterparts across specific socioeconomic, health, safety,
and school readiness indicators in California and provides information about
different strategies for reducing the disparities -- including effective programs,
practices, and policies -- that can begin making an important difference in changing
the life course of boys and men of color.... Approaches at the macro, community,
interpersonal, and individual levels can diminish these disparities. Interventions at
these different levels should reinforce and strengthen each other, and reducing
disparities is likely to require a portfolio of strategies."]

[Request #S09-12-3457]

Report. 26 p.
http://www.rand.org/pubs/monographs/2009/RAND MG745.1.pdf

Research Brief. 7 p.
http://www.rand.org/pubs/research briefs/2009/RAND RB9413.pdf
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WELFARE TO WORK
Sanctions and Time Limits in California’s Welfare Program. By Caroline
Danielson, Public Policy Institute of California, and Deborah Reed, Mathematic
Policy Research, Inc. (The Institute, San Francisco, California) April 2009. 27 p.

Full text at: http://www.ppic.org/main/publication.asp?i=711

["In an effort to boost the share of adults on welfare who work, the state has
considered proposals to further reduce or eliminate payments to those receiving aid
through CalWORKSs -- the state's welfare program for needy families -- who don't
work or seek work. This report examines possible effects of these stricter sanctions.
The findings suggest that in general, the state's work participation rate could rise,
the welfare caseload could shrink, and the poverty rate among children would not
be greatly affected if stricter sanctions were adopted."]
[Request #S09-12-3578]
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TRANSPORTATION

INFRASTRUCTURE

Private Roads, Public Costs: The Fact about Toll Road Privatization and How to
Protect the Public. By Phineas Baxandall, U.S. PIRG Education Fund, and
others. (The Fund, Boston, Massachusetts) 2009. 52 p.

Full text at:
http://www.uspirg.org/uploads/H5/QlI/H50QI0NcoPVeVJwymwlURRw/Private-
Roads-Public-Costs.pdf

["Privatization takes two forms: the lease of existing toll roads to private operators
and the construction of new roads by private entities. Private investors are granted
the right to raise and collect toll revenue -- a right that amounts to billions of dollars
in profits for the shareholders. Although these privatization deals seem to offer state
officials a 'quick fix," they pose long-term threats to the public interest. By
privatizing roadways, officials hand over control over regional transportation policy
to individuals who are accountable to their shareholders rather than the public. The
economics of these deals are such that the upfront concession payments are unlikely
to match the long-term value of the higher tolls that will be paid by future
generations and not collected for public uses."]
[Request #S09-12-3595]
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Driven by Dollars: What States Should Know When Considering Public-Private
Partnerships to Fund Transportation. By the Pew Center on the States. (The
Center, Washington, DC) March 2009. 52 p.

Full text at:
http://www.pewcenteronthestates.org/uploadedFiles/PA Turnpike FINAL WEB.pdf

["In 2008, Pennsylvania policy makers debated whether to lease the Pennsylvania
Turnpike to a private consortium for 75 years in exchange for an upfront payment
of $12.8 billion. The proposal failed to move forward. This report analyzed
Pennsylvania’s recent debate as a case study to determine whether lawmakers had
the information they needed to make a sound decision, and to highlight what other
states can learn from those deliberations. The Pennsylvania case -- and the
experiences of other states and countries -- illustrate how long-term deals are often
debated with a short-term perspective. Pennsylvania’s experience will be useful to
policy makers across the country as they examine public-private partnerships and
consider such deals to fund their infrastructure needs."]

[Request #S09-12-3596]
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