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CRIMINAL JUSTICE & LAW ENFORCEMENT

Families as Partners: Supporting Incarcerated Youth in Ohio. Vera Institute of Justice. Jan. 2012.
4p.
http://www.vera.org/download?file=3397/Families_as_partners.pdf

“Incarcerated young people who maintain positive relationships with loved ones are more likely to
address treatment needs while in juvenile justice placement facilities and refrain from additional justice
system involvement after they return to the community.” At Ohio youth facilities “project staff aimed to
encourage visits and correspondence between youth and their families by integrating the Juvenile
Relational Inquiry Tool (JRIT) into staff practices.” Results show implementing the JRIT was an
overwhelmingly positive experience for staff and youth. Several facility policy changes are recommended,
including: using the JRIT, altering visits to allow siblings, and paying for a phone call home every week at
the facility’s expense.


http://www.vera.org/download?file=3397/Families_as_partners.pdf

CULTURE & SOCIETY

Hispanics Say They Have the Worst of a Bad Economy. By Paul Taylor, et al. Pew Research
Center. Jan. 2012. 32 p.
http://www.pewhispanic.org/2012/01/26/hispanics-say-they-have-the-worst-of-a-bad-economy/

“A majority of Latinos believe that the economic downturn that began in 2007 has been harder on them
than on other groups in America, according to a new national survey of Latino adults. Large shares of
those surveyed report that they or someone in their household has been unemployed in the past year
(59%); that their personal finances are in "only fair" or "poor" shape (75%); or that they are underwater on
their mortgage (28% of Latino homeowners). However, Latinos are more upbeat than others about the
prospect for better days ahead.”

DEMOGRAPHY

PPIC Statewide Survey: Californians and Their Government. By Mark Baldassare, et al. Public
Policy Institute of California. Jan. 2012. 36 p.
http://www.ppic.org/content/pubs/survey/S _112MBS.pdf

“Californians name jobs and the economy (38%) as the most important issue for the governor and
legislature to work on in 2012.... Nearly six in 10 Californians (57%) also say that things in California are
generally going in the wrong direction. In January 2011, the share saying ‘wrong direction’ was similar
(54%) and at least half have said this since September 2007. Likely voters are more likely to express
pessimism (66%).”

ECONOMY & EMPLOYMENT

Resolving the Food Crisis: Assessing Global Policy Reforms Since 2007. By Timothy A. Wise, et
al. Global Development and Environmental Institute, Tufts University. Jan. 2012.

Executive Summary. 3 p. http://www.ase.tufts.edu/gdae/Pubs/rp/ResolvingFoodCrisisExecSumm.pdf
Full Report. 39 p. http://www.ase.tufts.edu/gdae/Pubs/rp/ResolvingFoodCrisis.pdf

“The recent spikes in global food-prices in 2007-08 served as a wake-up call to the global community on
the inadequacies of our global food system. Commaodity prices doubled [and] the estimated number of
hungry people topped one billion.... A second price spike in 2010-11 ... only deepened the sense that the
policies and principles guiding agricultural development and food security were deeply flawed. The recent
crisis has been a catalyst for important policy reforms and this report highlights three issues that need
attention to prevent another such crisis: reducing financial speculation on commodities markets; limiting
the further expansion of crops and land dedicated to biofuels; and, halting land grabs.”

EDUCATION

The Long-Term Impact of Teachers: Teacher Value Added and Student Outcomes in Adulthood.
By Raj Chetty, et al. National Bureau of Economic Research. Dec. 2011. 94 p.
http://obs.rc.fas.harvard.edu/chetty/value added.pdf

Good teachers create substantial economic value, and changes in student test scores are helpful in
identifying such teachers. Teacher “value added” (VA) scores are computed as gains in student test
scores. “Students assigned to high-VA teachers are more likely to attend college, attend higher-ranked
colleges, earn higher salaries, live in higher SES [socio-economic status] neighborhoods, and save more
for retirement. They are also less likely to have children as teenagers.... Replacing a teacher whose VA is


http://www.pewhispanic.org/2012/01/26/hispanics-say-they-have-the-worst-of-a-bad-economy/
http://www.ppic.org/content/pubs/survey/S_112MBS.pdf
http://www.ase.tufts.edu/gdae/Pubs/rp/ResolvingFoodCrisisExecSumm.pdf
http://www.ase.tufts.edu/gdae/Pubs/rp/ResolvingFoodCrisis.pdf
http://obs.rc.fas.harvard.edu/chetty/value_added.pdf

in the bottom 5% with an average teacher would increase students’ lifetime income by more than
$250,000 for the average classroom in our sample.”

The Role of Minority-Serving Institutions in National College Completion Goals. By Noél Harmon.
Institute for Higher Education Policy. Jan. 2012. 9 p.
http://www.ihep.org/assets/files/publications/s-z/The Role of MSIs FINAL January 2012%5B1%5D.pdf

Latinos are projected to be the largest ethnic group in California by 2020. New models of student services
are necessary as California looks to a future where a majority of the state’s college-enrolled students will
be from ethnic groups that are underserved by the present system. Universities like California State
University at Monterey Bay, which currently serve high percentages of minority students, can help
demonstrate new ways of serving this critical group of our future students.

ENERGY

Wind Turbine Health Impact Study: Report of Independent Expert Panel. Massachusetts
Department of Environmental Protection and Massachusetts Department of Public Health. Jan.
2012. 164 p.

http://www.mass.gov/dep/energy/wind/impactstudy.htm

Members of the public raised concerns that wind turbines have health impacts related to noise,
intrasound, vibrations, shadow flickering generated by the turbines, and ice throw. The panel assessed
each area, conducting an extensive literature review and analysis, and recommended a series of best
practices, including public engagement through advisory meetings, incentives for community-owned wind
developments, compensation, setback guidelines for turbines in populated areas, and public education
related to green energy.

HEALTH

Rates of Public Health Insurance Coverage for Children Rise as Rates of Private Coverage
Decline. By Michael J. Staley, et al. Carsey Institute. Fall 2011. 6 p.
http://www.carseyinstitute.unh.edu/publications/IB-Bean-Health-Insurance-Dec-2011.pdf

Ninety-one percent of California children were insured in 2010, compared to 92% nationally. California
was one of nine states that had significant increases in percent of children insured over the previous two
years. California children covered by private insurance decreased by 2.22% in 2010, while California
children covered by public insurance increased by 3.35%. In rural locations this difference was even more
dramatic, with a decrease of 6.11% for private insurance and an increase of 7.04% for public insurance.

HOUSING

FHFA Analyses of Principal Forgiveness Loan Modifications. Federal Housing Finance Agency.
Dec. 2010. 23 p.
http://www.fhfa.gov/webfiles/23056/PrincipalForgivenessltr12312.pdf

“The Federal Housing Finance Agency released a previously-private analysis showing that principal
reductions for Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac loans would cost taxpayers more money than principal
forbearance. The release of the internal analysis came after Members of Congress requested a subpoena
to acquire the study. In the letter accompanying the analysis, the FHFA states, ‘The net result of the
analysis is that forbearance achieves marginally lower losses for the taxpayer than forgiveness, although
both forgiveness and forbearance reduce the borrower's payment to the same affordable level.” “ (Market
News International, Jan. 23, 2012).


http://www.ihep.org/assets/files/publications/s-z/The_Role_of_MSIs_FINAL_January_2012%5B1%5D.pdf
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HUMAN SERVICES

Pay Matters: The Positive Economic Impacts of Paid Family Leave for Families, Businesses and
the Public. By Linda Houser, et al. Rutgers Center for Women and Work. Jan. 2012. 19 p.
http://news.rutgers.edu/medrel/news-releases/2012/01/rutgers-study-finds-20120118

“This study concludes that providing paid family leave to workers leads to positive economic outcomes for
working families, businesses and the public. It also finds that women who take paid leave are 39% less
likely to receive public assistance and 40% less likely to receive food stamps in the year following a
child’s birth, when compared to those who do not take any leave. Not only is paid leave associated with
fewer dollars in public assistance spending, it reduces the chance that a family receiving public
assistance will increase its use of public funding following a child’s birth.”

TRANSPORTATION & INFRASTRUCTURE

High-Speed Rail Authority Follow-Up. Bureau of State Audits, California State Auditor. Jan. 2012.
82 p.
http://www.bsa.ca.gov/pdfs/reports/2011-504.pdf

This is a follow-up to an April 2010 audit report. Significant problems persist, including concerns about the
viability of the High-Speed Rail Authority’s 2012 draft business plan. In addition, the Bureau “identified a
number of critical, ongoing problems involving its oversight of the program. Specifically, in part because
the Authority is significantly understaffed, it has delegated significant control to its contractors — especially
the entity that manages the program (Program Manager).” The Bureau found that the Program Manager’'s
monthly progress reports “were often inaccurate and that at times the Program Manager appeared to
misinform the Authority about the speed with which contractors for each region performed tasks.”
Additionally, the Bureau found “that the Authority had engaged in inappropriate contracting practices
involving information technology services. The nature of these problems suggests that the Authority
needs to significantly improve its internal controls to ensure that it effectively manages its contracts.”
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