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CRIMINAL JUSTICE & LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
Reducing Youth Incarceration in the United States. Annie E. Casey Foundation. Feb. 19, 2013. 4 p. 
http://www.childrennow.org/uploads/documents/AEC216_DS_justice_FINAL-embargo.pdf 
 
―Although we still lead the industrialized world in the rate at which we lock up young people, the youth 
confinement rate in the United States is rapidly declining. In 2010 this rate reached a new 35-year low, 
with almost every state confining a smaller share of its youth population than a decade earlier. This 

http://www.childrennow.org/uploads/documents/AEC216_DS_justice_FINAL-embargo.pdf


decline has not led to a surge in juvenile crime. On the contrary, crime has fallen sharply even as juvenile 
justice systems have locked up fewer delinquent youth. The public is safer, youth are being treated less 
punitively and more humanely, and governments are saving money—because our juvenile justice 
systems are reducing their reliance on confinement. With this report, we seek to highlight this positive 
trend and provide recommendations that can encourage its continuation.‖ 

 
 
CULTURE & DEMOGRAPHY 
 
Two in Three Californians Support Actions to Combat Global Warming. The Field Poll.  
Feb. 25, 2013. 6 p. 
http://www.field.com/fieldpollonline/subscribers/Rls2440.pdf 
 
―About two in three California voters (64%) believe there is sufficient evidence of global warming that 
actions need to be taken to combat it. However, this proportion is down somewhat from 76% who felt this 
way in a 2007 Field Poll, the last time the question was posed. Seven in ten voters (70%) say they 
support California’s greenhouse gas emissions law (AB32) that requires the state to reduce its 
greenhouse gas emissions by at least 17% over the next decade.‖ 

 
 
ECONOMY 
 
How Borrowers Choose and Repay Payday Loans. Pew Center on the States, Pew Charitable 
Trusts. Feb. 2013. 66 p. 
http://www.pewstates.org/uploadedFiles/PCS_Assets/2013/Pew_Choosing_Borrowing_Payday_Feb2013
.pdf  
 
―This report shares several findings, including: payday loans are unaffordable – the average borrower can 
afford $100 per month, but the average loan requires more than $400 to be paid in two weeks; payday 
loans do not eliminate overdraft risk; and, a strong majority of borrowers favor more regulation of payday 
loans. To fully pay off the loan, 41% of borrowers needed a cash infusion or resorted to options such as 
selling or pawning possessions, drawing on credit cards or other loans, and using a tax refund.‖ 

 
 
EDUCATION 
 
At a Crossroads: A Comprehensive Picture of How African-American Youth Fare in Los Angeles 
County Schools. Education Trust-West. Feb. 2013. 19 p. 
http://www.edtrust.org/sites/edtrust.org/files/ETW%20At%20A%20Crossroads%20Report.pdf 
 
―Using data from multiple sources, the report finds that academic and socioemotional outcomes for 
African-American students in L.A. County are poor overall.… The report finds that the overall African-
American student population has declined in the county and in many school districts over the past 
decade. Using student achievement data, the report finds persistent gaps in math and English language 
arts at both the elementary and secondary levels. The report also finds that high school graduation rates 
and A-G rates are far too low across the board, particularly for African-American males. In addition, the 
report analyzes suspension rates, special education identification rates, and health and wellness data 
collected in the California Healthy Kids Survey. On all of these indicators, the report identifies top and 
bottom performing school districts.‖ (Press Release, Feb. 26, 2013). 
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EMPLOYMENT 
 
How Lower Earnings Will Impact California’s Total Unfunded Pension Liability. By Ed Ring, et al. 
California Public Policy Center. Feb. 2013. 1 p. 
http://californiapublicpolicycenter.org/how-lower-earnings-will-impact-californias-total-unfunded-pension-
liability/ 
 
―Using the most recent data that consolidates all state and local pension plans in California, provided by 
the California State Controller’s Office, this study revalues the accrued actuarial liability according to 
Moody’s new criteria. The calculations reveal that the unfunded pension liability for all of California’s state 
and local government pension plans combined increases from the official estimate of $128.3 billion, to 
$328.6 billion using Moody’s new criteria. Included with this study are downloadable spreadsheets that 
allow the reader to conduct their own analysis using their own assumptions.‖ 

 
 
ENERGY 
 
U.S. Crude Oil and Natural Gas Production in Federal and Non-Federal Areas. By Marc Humphries, 
Congressional Research Service. Feb. 28, 2013. 13 p. 
http://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/republicans.energycommerce.house.gov/files/20130228CRSrepo
rt.pdf 
 
―On non-federal lands, there were modest fluctuations in oil production from fiscal years (FY) 2008-2010, 
then a significant increase from FY2010 to FY2012 increasing total U.S. oil production by about 1.1 
million barrels per day over FY2007 production levels. All of the increase from FY2007 to FY2012 took 
place on non-federal lands, and the federal share of total U.S. crude oil production fell by about seven 
percentage points.… Overall, U.S. natural gas production rose by four trillion cubic feet (tcf) or 20% since 
2007, while production on federal lands (onshore and offshore) fell by about 33% and production on non-
federal lands grew by 40%.‖ 

 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
 
Warming Winters: U.S. Temperature Trends. By Claudia Tibaldi, et al. Climate Central. Feb. 2013. 
20 p. 
http://www.climatecentral.org/news/winters-are-warming-all-across-the-us-15590  
 
―An analysis of data from the U.S. Historical Climatology Network of weather stations shows that the 
coldest states are warming the fastest, and across the country winter warming since 1970 has been more 
than four and-a-half times faster per decade than over the past 100 years. Winter nights across the 
country have warmed about 30% faster than nights over the whole year. Some states cooled or failed to 
join the warming trend over the past 100 years, but since 1970, every state has shown winter-warming.‖ 

 
 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
 
“Online Registration Helped Increase California’s Youth Vote.” By Steve Towns. Governing (Mar. 
2013). 2 p. 
http://www.governing.com/columns/tech-talk/col-online-registration-increased-california-youth-vote.html  
 
―From the time the new registration option opened online on Sept. 19 to its close on Oct. 21, more than 
half of the 1.2 million who registered did so through the new online system. It was undoubtedly the state’s 
most popular voter registration option…. [I]t was particularly effective at pulling younger citizens into the 
state’s voting pool. Residents under age 25 accounted for 30% of all online registrants ….‖ 
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HEALTH 
 
Exploring the Addition of Physician Identifiers to the California Hospital Discharge Data Set. By 
Cheryl L. Damberg, et al. RAND. 2013. 63 p. 
http://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR117.html 
 
―Although research studies have shown large unexplained variation in how physicians care for patients 
with similar medical conditions, there is an absence of routine measurement and reporting of individual 
physician performance. Such measurement could help providers understand how their performance 
compares with peers to stimulate quality improvement…. The key issues center on (1) the potential 
opportunities, challenges, and considerations associated with collecting physician identifiers as part of the 
hospital discharge data set and (2) how to release the data, to whom, and for what purposes.‖ 

 
 
HOUSING 
 
Immigrant Contributions to Housing Demand in the United States: A Comparison of Recent 
Decades and Projections to 2020 for the States and the Nation. By Dowell Myers, et al. Research 
Institute for Housing America. Mar. 2013. 96 p.  
http://www.housingamerica.org/RIHA/RIHA/Publications/83654_12214_RIHA_Immigrant_Report.pdf 
 
A demographic-based projection of the growth of homeowners and renter households among the foreign-
born suggests that immigrants will account for 32.2 percent of growth in all households nationwide in 
2010-2020. Though a slight decrease is expected in California for foreign-ownership demand, it should 
remain the majority of growth in the coming decade—with Hispanic foreign-born share of total growth at 
36.3%. 

 
 
HUMAN SERVICES 
 
California’s Diminishing Resource: Children. By Dowell Myers. USC Sol Price School of Public 
Policy. Jan. 2013. 28 p. 
http://www.kidsdata.org/childpop/childpop-report_01-03-13.pdf  
 
―After decades of growth, the state faces a protracted decline in the number of children, amounting to 
losses of 187,771 (3.6%) children under age 10 between 2000 and 2010, with another 101,187 (2.0%) 
loss expected in the present decade…. Especially troublesome is that the loss of children coincides with 
unprecedented growth expected among retirees whom the children will grow up to replace as new 
workers, taxpayers, voters and in other capacities…. Poverty rates currently are twice as high among 
children as adults, which can limit children’s access to food, housing, health care and education, thus 
hindering their development and restricting their potential. Given the ever-rising importance of California’s 
children to the state’s future, it is more critical than ever that every child have the necessary support and 
opportunities to become a maximally contributing member of society.‖ 
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TRANSPORTATION & INFRASTRUCTURE 
 
California Statewide Local Streets and Roads Need Assessment. League of California Cities.  
Jan. 2013. 96 p. 
http://www.savecaliforniastreets.org/reports/2012/2012-FinalReport.pdf 
 
―Due to an aging infrastructure, rising construction costs and budget constraints, the state’s local road 
network is falling into disrepair at an alarming rate. With heavier vehicles, increasing traffic and the need 
to accommodate alternative modes of transportation – including buses, bicyclists, pedestrians, the 
disabled and school children – the demands on California’s streets and roads are growing. At the same 
time, a growing percentage of streets and roads are in poor condition and in need of repair.‖ 
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