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CRIMINAL JUSTICE & LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
“Homicide Rates Among Persons Aged 10-24 Years – United States, 1981-2010.” Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report, vol. 62, no. 27 (July 12, 
2013) pp. 545-560. 
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/wk/mm6227.pdf 
 
“Homicide disproportionally affects persons aged 10-24 years in the United States and consistently ranks 
in the top three leading causes of death in this age group, resulting in approximately 4,800 deaths and an 
estimated $9 billion in lost productivity and medical costs in 2010…. CDC analyzed National Vital 

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/wk/mm6227.pdf


Statistics System data on deaths caused by homicide of persons in this age group and examined trends 
by sex, age, race/ethnicity, and mechanism of injury.” During the 30-year study period, rates increased 
sharply by 83% between 1985 and 1993, declined 41% between 1994 and 1999, and continued steadily 
declining at modeled rates of 1% per year between 2000 and 2010. 
 
 
ECONOMY 
 
The Economic Impacts of Tax Expenditures: Evidence from Spatial Variation Across the U.S.  
By Raj Chetty, et al. Equality of Opportunity. July 2013. 
Full Report. 33 p.: http://obs.rc.fas.harvard.edu/chetty/tax_expenditure_soi_whitepaper.pdf 
Data & Documentation: http://www.equality-of-opportunity.org/index.php/data 
 
Geography appears to play a major role in many metropolitan areas where it is difficult for lower-income 
households to achieve upward economic mobility. “The study – based on millions of anonymous earnings 
records … – is the first with enough data to compare upward mobility across metropolitan areas. These 
comparisons provide some of the most powerful evidence so far about the factors that seem to drive 
people’s chances of rising beyond the station of their birth, including education, family structure and the 
economic layout of metropolitan areas.” (New York Times, July 22, 2013). 
 
 
EDUCATION 
 
Indicators of School Crime and Safety. By Simone Robers, et al. Bureau of Justice Statistics  
and National Center for Education Statistics. June 2013. 211 p. 
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2013/2013036.pdf 
 
“This report presents the most recent data available on school crime and student safety…. Preliminary 
data show that there were 31 school-associated violent deaths from July 1, 2010, through June 30, 
2011…. The total crime victimization rate of students ages 12–18 at school increased from 35 
victimizations per 1,000 students in 2010 to 49 victimizations per 1,000 students in 2011…. The 
percentage of students in grades 9–12 who reported that illegal drugs were offered, sold, or given to them 
decreased from 32% in 1995 to 26% in 2011…. Between 1993 and 2011, the percentage of students who 
reported carrying a weapon anywhere on at least 1 day during the past 30 days declined from 22% to 
17%.” 
 
 
EMPLOYMENT 
 
Fifty Years after the Equal Pay Act: Assessing the Past, Taking Stock of the Future. National Equal 
Pay Task Force. June 2013. 45 p. 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/image/image_file/equal_pay-
task_force_progress_report_june_10_2013.pdf 
 
Since the 1960s, more and more women have entered the labor force and have done so with increasing 
levels of education. “For women with young children, marital status remained a significant factor in labor 
force participation.… By 2000, all mothers had increased their participation rate.” Despite the increase in 
labor force participation, and the fact that women comprise over 50% of higher-paying professional and 
management jobs, “women still are much more likely to enter occupations where the majority of workers 
are female, including the healthcare, education and human services fields. In addition, over half of all 
women continue to be employed in lower-paying sales, service and administrative support positions.” 
Women are still underrepresented in engineering, computer specialist, and physician occupations, though 
the numbers are increasing. 
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ENERGY 
 
Drilling for Innovation: Funding Clean Energy R&D with Oil and Gas Revenue. By Megan 
Nicholson, et al. The Information Technology & Innovation Foundation. June 2013. 24 p. 
http://www2.itif.org/2013-drilling-for-innovation.pdf 
 
“The United States faces at least two ostensibly contradictory energy challenges. It must reduce carbon 
emissions to address global climate change, but new drilling technologies are allowing more domestic oil 
and natural gas production than ever before. It must significantly invest more public dollars, especially in 
R&D, to drive down the cost of clean energy, but federal investments in clean energy innovation have 
remained stagnant since the Stimulus expired.” This report proposes a compromise to “expand drilling in 
specific offshore territories while moderately increasing fees and royalty rates, and direct the new revenue 
toward R&D efforts that will eventually eliminate the country’s fossil fuel dependence.” 
 
President Obama’s Climate Action Plan. By Jane A. Leggett. Congressional Research Service. 
June 26, 2013. 16 p. 
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R43120.pdf 
 
“The centerpiece of the President’s announcement … is a Presidential Memorandum, also issued June 
25, that directs EPA to issue two types of rules to curtail carbon dioxide emissions from new and existing 
power plants before the end of his term. Specifically, the Presidential Memorandum first instructs EPA to 
issue, as planned, a new proposal under the Clean Air Act (CAA), by September 20, 2013, for GHG 
emissions from newly constructed electric generating units (EGU), and to issue the final rule ‘in a timely 
fashion’ after comments. Second, and most significantly, the Presidential Memorandum directs EPA also 
to issue standards, regulations, or guidelines for CO2 emissions applicable to modified, reconstructed 
and existing power plants, building on States’ efforts to reduce power plant emissions.” 
 
 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
 
The State Role in Local Government Financial Distress. By Meghan Salas Atwell, et al. The Pew 
Charitable Trusts. July 2013. 60 p. 
http://www.pewstates.org//uploadedFiles/PCS_Assets/Report_images/The%20State%20Role%20in%20L
ocal%20Government%20Financial%20Distress.pdf 
 
How far should states intervene to help cities, towns, and counties facing financial distress? This analysis 
of state intervention practices offers some background on successful levels of state involvement. If states 
do opt to intervene, there are several suggested principles to consider when establishing such a policy: 
creating a system of state oversight, adopting multi-year financial plans, determining what level of aid to 
provide to struggling cities or counties, maintaining financial transparency during the assistance period – 
and ensuring that power is returned quickly to local control. 
 
 
HEALTH 
 
Changes in Cesarean Delivery Rates by Gestational Age: United States, 1996-2011. By Michelle 
J.K. Osterman, et al. National Center for Health Statistics, Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention. June 2013. 8 p. 
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/databriefs/db124.htm 
 
This report explores cesarean delivery rates and finds decreases in certain deliveries due to health and 
safety considerations.  “Declines in cesarean delivery rates at 38 weeks were widespread, occurring 
among all maternal age groups, all racial and Hispanic origin groups, and more than one-half of all states. 
In contrast, the cesarean delivery rates for births at 39 weeks rose for all maternal age groups, all racial 
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and Hispanic origin groups, and in nearly one-half of all states.” California’s cesarean delivery rate for 
births at 38 weeks decreased by 5%-10% from 2009 to 2011, but increased by 5%-10% for births at 39 
weeks. 
 
 
HUMAN SERVICES 
 
Finding Dental Care in California: A Snapshot of Using the State’s Website To Find a Medi-Cal 
Dentist for Children. The Children’s Partnership. July 2013. 4 p. 
http://www.childrenspartnership.org/storage/documents/Publications/Finding_Dental_Care_July_22-1.pdf 
 
A survey of 145 households conducted by Children’s Partnership identified the difficulties that families 
with Medi-Cal-enrolled children face when trying to find a dentist through the national InsureKidsNow.gov 
website. Among the findings: “1) Children were denied services because providers didn’t treat children 
enrolled in Medi-Cal, despite the InsureKidsNow.gov site claiming they did; 2) Providers frequently denied 
some or all services for younger children; 3) … Spanish-speaking families had difficulty getting assistance 
in Spanish, despite the InsureKidsNow.gov site claiming the availability of Spanish-speaking staff; and 4) 
… the information on the InsureKidsNow.gov was inaccurate…. [M]ore work is needed to ensure children 
enrolled in Medi-Cal have easy access to dental care.” 
 
 
TOOLS OF THE TRADE 
 
FY 2014 Discretionary Appropriations Scenarios. Federal Funds Information for States. 
http://www.ffis.org/database (Available at the California State Library and to California state 
employees) 
 
This link provides access to Federal Funds Information for States (FFIS) grants database with program 
and funding detail for every state.  “FFIS has updated its grants database to reflect the president’s 
proposed FY 2014 budget as well as the final FY 2013 sequestration operating plans recently released by 
federal agencies. In almost all instances, FFIS has final FY 2013 totals from federal agencies.” This 
resource is available to California state employees or those with a “ca.gov” email account, as well as at 
the California State Library. 
 
 
TRANSPORTATION & INFRASTRUCTURE 
 
The Critical Infrastructure Gap: U.S. Port Facilities and Cyber Vulnerabilities. By Joseph Kramek. 
The Brookings Institution Center for 21st Century Security and Intelligence. July 2013. 50 p. 
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/papers/2013/07/02%20cyber%20port%20security%20kr
amek/03%20cyber%20port%20security%20kramek.pdf  
 
“No cybersecurity standards have been promulgated for U.S. ports, nor has the U.S. Coast Guard, the 
lead federal agency for maritime security, been granted cybersecurity authorities to regulate ports or other 
areas of maritime critical infrastructure.” The Federal Emergency Management Agency’s Port Security 
Grant Program has awarded less than $6 million to cybersecurity projects out of a total of $2.6 billion 
budgeted to the program since its inception a decade ago. The report notes that the Port of Los Angeles 
was the only facility reviewed which had used PSGP grant funds for a cybersecurity project. 
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VETERANS 
 
Home Front Alert: The Risks Facing Young Children in Military Families. By David Murphey. Child 
Trends. Publication #2013-31. July 2013. 10 p. 
http://www.childtrends.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/2013-31MilitaryFamilies1.pdf 
 
“Nearly half-a-million children younger than six have an active-duty parent…. This research brief, adapted 
from a comprehensive review by Child Trends of the scientific literature, examines the special 
circumstances that characterize the lives of children in military families, and highlights both what we know 
and don’t know about how military life affects their well-being.” Findings include: deployment is stressful, 
even for the non-deployed; the end of deployment can bring new challenges as the returning parent(s) 
reintegrate into the family; the system is straining to meet the changing composition of its armed forces, 
especially in the National Guard or Reserves; and many children will continue to have exceptional needs 
as they grow older.  
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