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CRIMINAL JUSTICE & LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
Evaluating the Effectiveness of Correctional Education: A Meta-Analysis of Programs That 
Provide Education to Incarcerated Adults. By Lois M. Davis, et al. RAND. Aug. 15, 2013. 
Full Report. 113 p.: 
http://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/research_reports/RR200/RR266/RAND_RR266.pdf 
Research Brief. 3 p.: 
http://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/research_briefs/RB9700/RB9728/RAND_RB9728.pdf 
 
“One strategy to counter … recidivism is to provide education to inmates while incarcerated so that they 
have the knowledge, training, and skills to support a successful return to their communities.” Fifty 
recidivism and 18 employment studies were included in a meta-analysis, including analyses of 
participation in high school/GED programs and inmates obtaining post-release jobs. Among the findings: 
education programs improve the chances of post-release employment and can be cost-effective when it 
comes to recidivism; however, there is still more to learn about optimal curriculum, dosage, and quality for 
such education programs. 
 
 
ECONOMY 
 
The UCLA Anderson Forecast for the Nation and California, September 2013 Conference Report: 
The 21st Century Workforce: Turning Robots Into Helpers, Not Competitors of Our Youth.  
The UCLA School of Management. Sep. 12, 2013. 100 p. 
(Available at the California State Library) 
 
“The economic recovery in the Bay Area and California is gaining steam … but the pace of job growth is 
being hampered by new technologies that enable employers to limit hiring…. [T]he Bay Area is leading 
the economic rebound in California … and California is leading the nation. Even within regions of 
California, the rebound is not spread evenly…. High-tech job openings are plentiful, though many are 
contract jobs rather than full-time employment with benefits. In contrast, people in … sectors whose jobs 
can be automated or supplanted by technology are finding it tougher to land work…. Despite the slow 
pace in job growth, California can expect a steadily improving economy.” (San Jose Mercury News, Sep. 
12, 2013). 
 
 
EDUCATION 
 
Most States Funding Schools Less Than Before the Recession. By Michael Leachman, et al. 
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. Sep. 12, 2013. 11 p. 
http://www.cbpp.org/files/9-12-13sfp.pdf 
 
“States’ new budgets are providing less per-pupil funding for kindergarten through 12th grade than they 
did six years ago – often far less. The reduced levels reflect not only the lingering effects of the 2007-09 
recession but also continued austerity in many states; indeed, despite some improvements in overall 
state revenues, schools in around a third of states are entering the new school year with less state 
funding than they had last year…. In practice, schools in California have experienced a significant 
improvement in their finances in the last year, largely because of the [Proposition 98] ballot measure’s 
enactment.” 
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EMPLOYMENT 
 
Slow Progress for Fast-food Workers. By John Schmitt, et al. Center for Economic and Policy 
Research. Aug. 2013. 3 p. 
http://www.cepr.net/documents/publications/fast-food-workers-2013-08.pdf 
 
The assumption that fast-food workers are mostly comprised of teenagers is false. Most workers in fast-
food restaurants are ages 21 and over. One quarter of these workers are raising at least one child. Over 
two-thirds of fast-food workers (70%) have at least a high school diploma and more than 30% have some 
college education. “About 70% of fast-food workers fall in the range between the current $7.25 federal 
minimum wage and the $10.10 level proposed in legislation…. Less than 10% earn between $10.10 and 
$12.00 per hour; and fewer than one-in-twelve make more than $12 per hour.” 
 
 
ENERGY 
 
Protecting U.S. Nuclear Facilities from Terrorist Attack: Re-assessing the Current “Design Basis 
Threat” Approach. By Lara Kirkham, et al. Nuclear Proliferation Prevention Project, University of 
Texas at Austin. Aug. 15, 2013. 33 p. 
http://blogs.utexas.edu/nppp/files/2013/08/NPPP-working-paper-1-2013-Aug-15.pdf 
 
“More than 10 years after the 9/11 hijackers considered flying a fully loaded passenger jet into a 
Manhattan area nuclear reactor, U.S. commercial and research nuclear facilities remain inadequately 
protected against two credible terrorist threats – the theft of bomb-grade material to make a nuclear 
weapon, and sabotage attacks intended to cause a reactor meltdown – according to a  new report 
prepared under a contract for the Pentagon by the Nuclear Proliferation Prevention Project (NPPP) at the 
University of Texas at Austin’s LBJ School of Public Affairs.” (Press release, Aug. 15, 2013). 
 
 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
 
The National Nanotechnology Initiative: Overview, Reauthorization, and Appropriations Issues.  
By John F. Sargent Jr. Congressional Research Service. (RL34401) Aug. 29, 2013. 66 p. 
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/RL34401.pdf 
 
“The 21st Century Nanotechnology R&D Act’s funding authorizations extended through FY2008. The 
109th Congress, 110th Congress, and 111th Congress, considered legislation to reauthorize the program. 
If the 113th Congress opts to consider reauthorization of the act, some of the issues it may wish to 
consider include budget authorization levels for the covered agencies; R&D funding levels, priorities, and 
balance across the program component areas; administration and management of the NNI; translation of 
research results and early-stage technology into commercially viable applications; environmental, health, 
and safety issues; ethical, legal, and societal implications; education and training for the nanotechnology 
workforce; metrology, standards, and nomenclature; public understanding; and international dimensions.” 
 
 
HEALTH 
 
“National Health Expenditure Projections, 2012-22: Slow Growth Until Coverage Expands  
and Economy Improves.” By Gigi A. Cuckler, et al. Health Affairs, vol. 32 no. 9 (Sep. 2013) 13 p.  
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/early/2013/09/13/hlthaff.2013.0721 (Available at the California 
State Library) 
 
“Health spending growth through 2013 is expected to remain slow because of the sluggish economic 
recovery, continued increases in cost-sharing requirements for the privately insured, and slow growth for 
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public programs. These factors lead to projected growth rates of near 4% through 2013. However, 
improving economic conditions, combined with the coverage expansions in the Affordable Care Act and 
the aging of the population, drive faster projected growth in health spending in 2014 and beyond. 
Expected growth for 2014 is 6.1%, with an average projected growth of 6.2% per year thereafter…. By 
2022 health spending financed by federal, state, and local governments is projected to account for 49% of 
national health spending and to reach a total of $2.4 trillion.” 
 
“Electronic Cigarette Use Among Middle and High School Students – United States, 2011-2012.” 
Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report, vol. 62 no. 35 (Sep. 6, 2013) pp. 729-730. 
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/wk/mm6235.pdf 
 
Electronic, or e-cigarettes, are battery-powered devices that deliver doses of nicotine and additives to the 
user, and are currently unregulated by the Food and Drug Administration.  “E-cigarette experimentation 
and recent use doubled among U.S. middle and high school students during 2011-2012, resulting in an 
estimated 1.78 million students having ever used e-cigarettes as of 2012. Moreover, in 2012, an 
estimated 160,000 students who reported ever using e-cigarettes had never used conventional cigarettes. 
This is a serious concern because the overall impact of e-cigarette use on public health remains 
uncertain.” 
 
 
HUMAN SERVICES 
 
Protecting Children from Abuse And Neglect: Trends and Issues. Legislative Analyst’s Office. 
Aug. 8, 2013. 60 p. 
http://www.lao.ca.gov/reports/2013/ssrv/child-neglect/child-neglect-080813.pdf 
 
“[C]hild welfare outcomes have improved steadily over the last decade. As compared to earlier years, 
children spend on average less time in foster care, are more frequently reunified with their families, and 
have more permanency in their living situations. County child welfare agencies have also removed fewer 
children from their homes than in prior years, making greater use of community-based methods for 
addressing child abuse and neglect. In part due to several policy and operational changes in the CWS 
system – such as the introduction of standardized and more robust risk assessment tools – there are 
close to half the number of children in foster care today than there were in 2000.” 
 
 
TOOLS OF THE TRADE 
 
Vital Statistics on Congress. American Enterprise Institute and the Brookings Institute. July 2013. 
http://www.brookings.edu/research/reports/2013/07/vital-statistics-congress-mann-ornstein 
 
“For more than three decades, Vital Statistics on Congress has been a go-to reference guide for 
Congressional watchers for impartial data on Congress and its members. [Its] purpose has always been 
to collect useful data on our first branch of government – in the election and composition of its 
membership as well as its formal procedure, such as the use of the filibuster, informal norms, party 
structure and staff. This dataset also documents the increasing polarization of Congress and the 
demographics of those who serve in the U.S. Senate and U.S. House of Representatives.” 
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TRANSPORTATION & INFRASTRUCTURE 
 
Moving Off the Road: A State-By-State Analysis of the National Decline in Driving. By Phineas 
Baxandall. U.S. PIRG Education Fund. Aug. 2013. 31 p. 
http://uspirg.org/sites/pirg/files/reports/Moving_Off_the_Road_USPIRG.pdf  
 
Forty-six states plus the District of Columbia have seen reductions in the average number of driving miles 
per person since the national peak in 2004. In 2011, Californians traveled 8,511 miles per capita by motor 
vehicle, down from the 1999 peak of 9,244 miles per capita. 
 
 
VETERANS 
 
The War Within: Treatment of Traumatic Brain Injury and Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, 
Findings and Recommendations. The American Legion, TBI/PTSD Ad Hoc Committee. Sep. 2013. 
37 p. 
http://legion.org/documents/legion/pdf/american-legion-war-within.pdf  
 
This report is the culmination of a study on current treatments and best practices for traumatic brain injury 
(TBI) and post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and compares them to those in place at the Department 
of Defense (DoD) and the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). Key findings include:  the VA and DoD 
have no well-defined approach to the treatment of TBI; providers merely treat the symptoms; prescribed 
drugs only mask the problems and do nothing to treat the underlying issues; and there are often 
misdiagnoses as there are overlaps of TBI with PTSD and substance abuse. The report recommended 
the VA and DoD fund research to properly diagnose and develop evidence-based treatments for TBI and 
PTSD, including alternative treatment options. 
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