CALIFORNIA ASKA BASIC JOURNAL BRowsg  COLLECTION
STATE LIBRARY LIBRARIAN SEARCH SEARCH DISCOVERY

Search anything Library Catalog + Databases + Picture Catalog ™ ADVANCED SEARCH

Allitems « that contain my query words ~ anywhere in the record «

Welcome to the California State Library's Where can | get help?
multipurpose search tool for finding books, =~ PleasefilloutourAska

A i librarian form to let us know
online resources (such as articles and e- T

books), photographs, videos and more!

Questions? Comments?
Get your State Library card to be able to: Let us know what you think!

( X Please note:
v 4 - Not all the Library's collections

-
or databases are searched
Renew booksand  View complete Save results Unnggi v togl. Some.
Z databases are only partially
otheritemsonloan search results and searches

searched.

(some databases’
contents only display
when you are signed

in)

CONTACT US | PRIVACY POLICY | CONDITIONS OF USE

ADVANCED SEARCH

Tips and Tricks

California State Library

California History Section Staff
cslcal@library.ca.gov


https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma990014070110205115&context=L&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&search_scope=digital_materials&tab=Everything&lang=en

Contents

[ goTe 18 o3 i [o] o ST UPPUPRT PSPPI
Basic Search QUICK STart..........coooiiiiiiiiiiii e
Choosing Good Search TeIMS.......couuiiiiiii e
(0L [a[o IR U o] =T ox o T=T= To [T o 1S
Getting to Advanced SearCh ...........c.oiiiiiiii i
Advanced Search Parameters ........ooovieuueiiiiiieiiiine et
Using Boolean SearChing ...
Contacting the Library About an Item...........cooiiiiiiiii e




Introduction

Are you having trouble finding what you need in our catalog? This guide
will:

e Help you choose good search terms;

¢ Introduce you to subject searching;

¢ Introduce you to advanced search;

e Provide an overview of Boolean searching;

e Help you identify what information you'll need to supply staff if you
have questions about an item.

Please see our research guides page for information on searching our
resources including:

e Basic Search: Getting Started Searching our Catalog;
e |[s It Online? Remote Research Options;
e Research in Person: Appointment Guide.

Keep in mind that the catalog is only one of our many access points, if it is
relevant to your research, you should also consult:

e Our secondary databases (available remotely online):

o California Information File 1l

o City Directory Database

o Phonebook Database

o Gladding McBean Collection Architecture Database
e Our paper card files (available on-site only):

o California Information File

o Photo File

o Map File

If you have any questions or concerns, please don'’t hesitate to contact us
using our ask-a-librarian service or via an email to cslcal@library.ca.gov

Enjoy your research!
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Basic Search Quick Start

Follow the steps below to get started with our catalog. For detailed start-up
instructions, consult our “Basic Search” guide on our research guides page.

e Go to thelibrary catalog: https://catalog.library.ca.gov
e Change your search default:
o Click on the dropdown to the right of the search box on a
desktop or above it on a mobile (circled on visual)
o Select “Library Catalog”
e Search:
o Type your search term into the search box (pointer on visual)
o Hit enter or click on the magnifying glass (boxed on visual)
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Figure 1. Desktop and mobile views of the library catalog, with the search
default dropdown and search bars highlighted.
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Choosing Good Search Terms

If you are getting too many (or too few) results from your search, you may
need to change your search terms. For example, using the search term
“‘water,” here are some suggestions for how you can modify your search:

Geography: If you are only interested in a certain area, add it to your
search string.
e Example: Water Owens Valley instead of Water

More specific search terms: Choose a term likely to appear in items
you are looking for, but not necessarily in more general items.
e Example: Groundwater instead of Water

Broader search terms: If you are not seeing results, consider a more
general search.
e Example: Water Sacramento County instead of Water Elk Grove

Quotation marks: These tell the catalog to look for a whole phrase
instead of individual words.
e Example: Water “Sacramento River” instead of Water Sacramento
River

Still Stumped?

Read an article on your topic to find keywords to use as search terms.

Don’t just search for person or place names. Look for general
publications like county histories or collections of vital records.

Use cslcal@library.ca.gov or our ask-a-librarian service to ask for help.
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Using Subject Headings

These pre-selected categories accompanying individual item records act
like “Find similar items” searches in online shopping. Here is how to use
them in your research:

¢ Find a relevant item in the catalog using the instructions on page 3

e Open the Item Record by clicking on the title

e Scroll down to the “ltem Details” section (circled item on visual)

e Locate the “Subject” subsection (pointer on visual)

e Look for a relevant subject heading and click on it.

e Example: Select “Sacramento River (Calif.) — History” from the record
for the book: The River That Never Was to pull up more results on the
Sacramento River

— The river that never was
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Figure 2. Desktop and mobile views of an item record with subject
headings highlighted.




Getting to Advanced Search

You can combine subject, keyword and even author searches using
Advanced Search. Here is how to get to it:

On a Desktop:

e Select “Advanced Search” to the right of the search box (circled on
visual)

On a Mobile:

e Tap the triple dot dropdown in the upper right corner (circled on visual)

e Select the “Advanced Search” option (pointer on visual)
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Figure 2: Desktop and mobile views of a search results list with the
advanced search option highlighted. The pop-up for mobile is also shown.




Advanced Search Parameters
To get the best results with advanced searching, you will need to adjust the
search parameters. Here is how:

e Search Profile (pointer on visual):
e Set this to “Libraries”

e Two Main fields (circled on visual):
e Select the type of search you want to do (Keyword, title, subject etc.)
e Select the level of precision (exact phrase or containing all the words)
e Select the Boolean operator you want to use (AND, OR, or NOT)
e Type in your search terms

e Material type etc. fields (boxed on visual):
e Use these as desired by selecting from the dropdowns

e Click Search
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Figure 3: Desktop and mobile views of advanced search with the search
profile and main search fields highlighted.
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Using Boolean Searching

The Advanced Search page allows you to change how your search
functions by selecting different Boolean operations. Here is how to use
them:

Selecting Booleans

Use the left dropdown in the Advanced Search main fields to select a
Boolean operator

Boolean Types

e AND: You want all keywords in a record

¢ OR: You want either one keyword or the other (or both) in a record

e NOT: You don’t want a keyword to appear — Be careful when using
NOT, because it may exclude relevant results

Order of Operations

e By Default: The catalog searches for terms in the order you type them
e Example: “Water AND Power OR Electricity” = Everything with
both “Water” and “Power” and everything with “Electricity” but not
necessarily with “Water” or “Power”
e Parentheses: You can use parentheses to change the catalog’s search
order
e Example: “Water AND (Power OR Electricity)” = Everything with
both “Water” and “Power” and everything with “Water” and
“Electricity”

Need help?

Please reach out via ask-a-librarian or cslcal@library.ca.gov
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Contacting the Library About an Item

Do you want to see an item? Contact us via cslcal@library.ca.gov or our
ask-a-librarian service to explore access options. Please provide:

Iltem Titles
Call Numbers
Permalinks

To Find
Pull up a detailed item record (click on the item title in the results list)
Title: This appears in bold at the top of the item record. (Circled on
visual).
Permalink: Click on the chain symbol listed under “Send to” and labeled
permalink. (Pointer on visual).
Call Number: Scroll to locations. The call number is listed on the
second line in the white box after the word “available.” (Boxed on visual).

Special Note:

If you are trying to determine if something is online, consult our “Is It
Online: Remote Research Options” guide on our research guide page. If
you are planning to see the item in person and are unsure of your next
steps, consult our “Research in Person: Appointment Guide” also on our
research guide page.

Visuals on Following Page



mailto:cslcal@library.ca.gov
https://askstatelibrary.libraryresearch.info/reft100.aspx?key=Ref
https://www.library.ca.gov/california-history/research-guides/
https://www.library.ca.gov/california-history/research-guides/
https://www.library.ca.gov/california-history/research-guides/

o
Response to catastrophic disasters in California: a report to the State
of California Department of Water Resources.

McCollough, Charles.; Adridge, Robert; California. Department of Water

ks (HVS51.3 135 1084) and cther

0P
SENDTD
DETALS Send to

A LINKS B ® = &

expnore P

X

Details

<

Title Response o cat
Department of ¥

trophic disasters in Califor
ter Resaurces

areport (o the State of California

Crestor
Subject Californ bining
sion — Planning
Management
Loma Frieta Region
£ ik na Prieta R
T
Earthquak fifor » Region - Planning
D10 Description "Areport on Loma Prieta Earthquake aftermath on 0.
[Dept. of Water Resources] in house disaster response. In the attachment, Mr. James discusses the
A possibility of a major earthquake on the San Andreas, Hayward or Delta Faults, the effect on the Delta
Levees, and effect on water deliveries from state or federal water projects."~.p. verso.
Contents Department of Water Resources response to disasters.- Provincialism is holding back California, the San
| Joaquin-Sacramento Delta, why waste time and money tr saveit?
Publisher Sacramento, CA: Ermest C. James, PE
RTUA-08 Creation Date 19947
Format {71,57p.;28cm
Source Library Catalog

Get It

Please sign in to checkif there are any request options. %] 51

Available , Calif Reading Room ; HVSS:

351994

b, 2
California Hist. Room (CALIF) N
Available , 2d Floor Stacks ; HVS51.3 J35 1994
California Hist. Room (CALIF) .

Response to catastrophic disasters in California: a report
to the State of California Department of Water Resources
James, Ernest C.; McCollough, Charles.; Aldridge, Robert.;
California. Department of Water Resources.

9947

w) Ava alifornia Hist. Room (CALIF #01 Stacks

(HV551.3 J35 1994

Send to
] &
EXPORTRIS REFWORKS EmaLL PERMALINK
” =
aimaTion PR enpnoTe Easve)
Details
Title

Response to catastrophic disasters in California: a report to the
State of California Department of Water Resources

Creator

James, Ernest C.

McCollough, Charles

Aldridge, Robert.

California. Department of Water Resources.

Subject

Emergency management — California, Northem -- Planning
Emergency management — California - Delta Region - Planning
Disaster relief -- California, Northern — Planning

Disaster relief -- California - Delta Region -- Planning

Figure 5. Desktop and mobile views of an item record with titles,

permalinks, and call numbers highlighted.

10




" STATE LIBRARY

CALIFORNIA STATE LIBRARY
CALIFORNIA HISTORY SECTION

CALIFORNIA HISTORY SECTION
900 N STREET Room 200
SACRAMENTO CA 95814

Phone: (916) 654-0176
E-mail: cslcal@library.ca.gov
Hours: 9:30-4 Tuesday-Thursday

This guide is available online at:
http://www.library.ca.gov/california-history/research-guides/

Updated October 2023

11


mailto:cslcal@library.ca.gov
http://www.library.ca.gov/california-history/research-guides/
http://www.library.ca.gov/

