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Do you drive a gas powered car? Did you turn on a light switch this morn-
ing? You may relay on California’s natural gas and oil! Research the histo-
ry of California’s “black gold,” from the development of this industry, to 
oil yields, to environmental impacts via the California History Section's  
rich collections! 
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Can’t come to the library just yet? No worries! There are a 
number of online resources you can explore related to oil and 

natural gas in California! 

Digitized Publications 

A few years ago we digitized some of our 
fragile oil industry publications. You can 
see them on Internet Archive! 

 

URL: https://archive.org/ 

Type in Search Box: (Oil OR Petroleum OR 
( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel ) 
AND collection:(californiastatelibrary) 

Digitized Images 

We have scanned and digitized a small 
portion of our oil and natural gas 
industry images and placed them in our 
online catalog. Check them out and 
remember that we have a lot more in 
the library. 

 

URL: https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/
discovery/search?
vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&sortby=rank 

Type in Search Box: (Oil OR Petroleum OR 
( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel ) NOT Painting 

https://archive.org/search.php?query=%28Oil%20OR%20Petroleum%20OR%20%28%20Natural%20Gas%20%29%20OR%20Fuel%20%29%20AND%20collection%3A%28californiastatelibrary%29&and%5b%5d=mediatype%3A%22texts%22
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(001419157 OR 2010-2317)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,((%20Oil%20OR%20Petroleum%20OR%20(%20Natural%20Gas%20)%20OR%20Fuel%20)),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=digital_materials&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://ia801707.us.archive.org/BookReader/BookReaderImages.php?zip=/16/items/pacminingoil08unse/pacminingoil08unse_jp2.zip&file=pacminingoil08unse_jp2/pacminingoil08unse_0007.jp2&scale=4&rotate=0
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Cook, F. (1976). Historic legends of 
Western oil : Volume 1, California. 
Amarillo, Tex.: P and H. 

This book provides a general overview of oil 
history in the West. Volume 1 focuses specifically 
on California. 


URL:  https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/

search?vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&sortby=rank 

Search by: Title and/or author 

Unsure about where to start? Consult a book! If you are  
interested in the history of California’s fuel industry, these items 

will point you in the right direction. 

Western Oil Gas Association. (1965). 
Highlights of California's petroleum 
history. Los Angeles. 

Sometimes, all you really need is a timeline of 
events. This book provides that for the history of 
oil in California from 1855-1964. 


URL:  https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/

search?vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&sortby=rank 

Search by: Title and/or author 

https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(990001628240205115)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(990001628240205115)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(990001628240205115)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(990001556510205115)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(990001556510205115)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(990001556510205115)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
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White, G. (1962). Formative years in the Far 
West; a history of Standard Oil Company of 
California and predecessors through 1919. 
New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts. 

Tracing the history of commercial oil production 
in California? This book tracks the history of the 
industry giant, Standard Oil Company. 


URL:  https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/

search?vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&sortby=rank 

Search by: Title and/or author 

Rintoul, W. (1976). Spudding in : 
Recollections of pioneer days in the 
California oil fields. San Francisco: 
California Historical Society. 

Filled with quotes from first-person accounts, this 
book tracks the history of the California oil 
industry from hand-dug wells to off-shore drilling. 


URL:  https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/

search?vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&sortby=rank 

Search by: Title and/or author 

https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(990002926600205115)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(990002926600205115)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(990002926600205115)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(990002926600205115)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(000010871 OR 0910312370)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(000010871 OR 0910312370)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(000010871 OR 0910312370)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(000010871 OR 0910312370)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
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Petroleum Publishers, inc. (1944-) Pacific 
Oil World. 
This publication provides information about the 
various oil wells dug or re-opened in California as 
well as real-time updates on possible oil industry 
legislation or regulation. 

 
URL:  https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/

search?vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&sortby=rank  

Search by: Title 

American Association of Petroleum 
Geologists. Pacific Section. (1947-). Pacific 
Petroleum Geologist Newsletter. 
Dating back to the late ‘40’s, this magazine by and 
for petroleum geologists indexes various scholarly 
publications, and provides a space for personal 
updates and short articles about the industry. 

 
URL:  https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/

search?vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&sortby=rank  

Search by: Title 

Interested in real-time industry information, like what the crude 
oil yield was like in 1974? Check these trade publications for 

statistics, drilling trends and more. 

Conservation Committee of California Oil 
Producers. (1956-). Company record of 
California oil & gas production. 
Dating back to the ‘50’s under various titles this 
publication lists oil and gas production as tracked 
by the Conservation  Committee of California Oil 
Producers, using detailed charts. 


URL:  https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/

search?vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&sortby=rank  

Search by: Title 

https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(000151412 OR 145380499)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(000513982 OR 0008-1329)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(000513982 OR 0008-1329)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(000513982 OR 0008-1329)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(000151412 OR 145380499)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(000151412 OR 145380499)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(000148020 OR 0573-7060)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(000148020 OR 0573-7060)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(000148020 OR 0573-7060)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
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Gillett, J., et. al. (1880). James Norris Gillett 
Collection, 1880-1971. 
A lawyer who handled oil leases and later a 
lobbyist for the oil industry, the Gillett collection 
contains extensive information about the early 
California oil industry. 

 
URL:  https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/

search?vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&sortby=rank  

Search by: Title 

In addition to books and periodicals there are many archival 
resources that focus on California’s fossil fuels industry history. 

Here are some relevant collections at the State Library. 

Shaffrath, M., et. al.  (1903). Max Shaffrath 
Coalinga correspondence, 1903-1930. 
The Max Shaffrath collection is primarily a 
collection of family letters. However, many of 
them deal with the petroleum business in Fresno 
County, of which Shaffrath was a part. 

 
URL:  https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/

search?vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&sortby=rank  

Search by: Title 

Bolsa Oil Lease documents, 1941-1999. 
(1941). 
A collection of oil leases for Bolsa Chica Beach; 
this collection contains documentation for the 
years 1941-1999. 

 
URL:  https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/

search?vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&sortby=rank  

Search by: Title 

https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(001490406 OR 1990-1643)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(990005519670205115)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(990005519670205115)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(001482587 OR 2012-1852)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(001443692 OR 744106258)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(001443692 OR 744106258)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(001385967 OR 2004-0727)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(001464735 OR 779487585)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
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Catalog 

If you are looking for images, books and articles 
on fossil fuels, your best source is our catalog.  

 

URL:  https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/

discovery/search?

vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&sortby=rank 

 

Type in Subject Box: Oil OR Petroleum OR 
( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel   
Limit: By desired material type 

California Information File II 

Sometimes the catalog doesn’t provide as 
much detail as you might like. This is why we 
created the California Information File II. In 
this resource, you can find information about 
individual petroleum articles and more! 

  

URL:  http://dbs.library.ca.gov/

dbtext_html/QueryCalinfo.htm 

Type in Subject Box: Oil OR Petroleum 
OR  Natural Gas OR Fuel  
 
For a narrower search: Add a place to 
your keyword search 

While many of our materials are online, even more are only in 
hard-copy. You can use the following resources to learn about 

our books, articles, and manuscripts on oil and petroleum. 

https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&sortby=rank
http://dbs.library.ca.gov/dbtext_html/QueryCalinfo.htm
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&sortby=rank
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,((%20Oil%20OR%20Petroleum%20OR%20(%20Natural%20Gas%20)%20OR%20Fuel%20)),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=digital_materials&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&facet=rtype,include,books&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&query=sub,contains,(Newspapers),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&facet=rtype,include,newspapers&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&sortby=rank
http://dbs.library.ca.gov/dbtext_html/QueryCalinfo.htm
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California’s fossil fuel industry has had far-ranging affects, not 
only on transportation but on politics, agriculture and more! Ex-

plore our subject specific resources via these catalog links! 

Type 
Maps 
Books 
Images 
Manuscripts 
Newspapers 
Periodicals 
Statistics 

Residents 
Vitals 
Italian Americans 
Native Americans 
Women 

Subject 
Aeronautics 
Agriculture 
Business 
Environment 
Fiction 
Fish 
Geology 
Land 
Legislature 
Mining 
Music 
Politics 
Shipping 
Railroads 
Taxes 
Water 
Wildlife 
1960’s 

https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&facet=rtype,include,maps&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&facet=rtype,include,books&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&facet=location_code,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115%E2%80%93image&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&facet=rtype,include,manuscripts&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&query=sub,contains,(Newspapers),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&facet=rtype,include,newspapers&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),NOT&query=sub,contains,(Newspapers),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&facet=rtype,include,journals&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,(Statistics),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,( genealogy OR indexes OR births OR  registers OR Directories),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(Italian* ),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,(Indians ),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,(Women* OR Girls OR Wives OR Mothers OR Sisters OR Daughters OR Widows OR Prostitut*),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,(Airplanes OR (Air bases) OR Aeronautics OR Biplanes OR Bombers OR Airports OR (Air Mail) OR Hangars OR airships OR (Balloons aircraft) OR Helicopters OR Aircraft OR (air pilots)),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,(( agricultur* ) OR WSU = ( farm* ) OR WSU = ( ranching ) OR WSU=(Orchard*) ),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,( ( business* ) OR WSU = ( industr* ) OR WSU = ( economic ) OR WSU = ( labor ) ),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,(( environment* ) OR ( pollut* ) OR ( ecolog* ) OR (Natural Resources)),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,(Authors OR Fiction),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),NOT&query=sub,contains,( Poet* OR Juvenile OR Campaign),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,(Fish OR Fishes OR Fisheries ),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,((earthquakes) OR (geo*) OR (Rock Formation*) OR (Soil*) OR Geyser* OR Rocks),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),NOT&query=sub,contains,(Georg* OR Geograph*),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,(Deeds OR ( Land titles ) OR ( Land Grants )  OR Ranchos ),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),NOT&query=sub,contains,(Maps),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,((Legislature OR senators OR legislators OR Governors OR assembly* OR ( Politics Government ) OR ( Officials Employees ) OR Lobby* ),AND&query=sub,contains,(California),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),NOT&query=sub,contains,( Calif),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,((Mine*) OR (Mining)),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,(music OR Musicians OR Songs),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,(( politic* ) OR ( govern* ) OR (official*) ),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,((Ship*) OR (Harbors) OR (Port) OR (Water transportation) OR (Boat*) OR (Marine Terminals) OR (Wharves) OR (Navigation) OR (River steamers) OR (merchant marin*) OR (sailor*)),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),NOT&query=sub,contains,(biology),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,( railroad* OR locomotive* ),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),NOT&query=sub,contains,(Underground),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(Assessor* OR Taxation OR (tax assessment)),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,( water*  OR irrigat* OR Dams OR  Flood* OR  canal*  OR Groundwater OR Hydrology),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,( wildlife OR Fauna OR Animals OR Biology OR Reptiles OR Amphibians OR Hunting OR Reptiles OR Mammals ),NOT&query=sub,contains,(Domestic OR (Pack Animals) OR (birds eye) OR (zoo)),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,(%20(%20hippie*%20)%20OR%20(%20Counterculture%20)%20OR%20(%20Politic*%20)%20OR%20(%20Protest*%20)%20OR%20W(%20%E2%80%9CCivil%20rights%E2%80%9D%20)%20OR%20(%20Vietnam*%20)%20),%20),AND&query=sub,contains,(%20(%20nineteen%20sixt*%20)%20OR%20(%20196*%20)),AND&query=sub,contains,((%20Oil%20OR%20Petroleum%20OR%20(%20Natural%20Gas%20)%20OR%20Fuel%20)),NOT&query=sub,contains,(Sinclair%20OR%20Hoover),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset
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Curious about fossil fuel production or effects in a specific coun-
ty? While these catalog links don’t list all of what the California 

History Section has they are a good start. 

Alameda 
Colusa 
Contra Costa 
Fresno 
Glenn 
Kern 
Kings 
Los Angeles 
Modoc 
Monterey 
Orange 
Sacramento 

San Benito 
San Diego 
San Francisco 
San Joaquin 
San Luis Obispo 
San Mateo 
Santa Barbara 
Solano 
Stanislaus 
Tulare 
Ventura 
Yolo 

https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,(Alameda OR Albany OR  Berkeley OR  Dublin OR Emeryville OR Hayward OR  Livermore OR Newark OR  Oakland),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,( (Colusa OR  Arbuckle) OR  (College City) OR  (Grimes OR  Lodoga OR  Princeton OR  Stonyford)),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,( (Contra Costa) OR  (Antioch OR  Concord OR  Danville OR  Moraga OR  Orinda OR  Pinole OR  Pittsburg OR  Richmond)),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,(Fresno OR  Clovis OR Coalinga OR  Firebaugh OR  Huron OR  Kerman OR  Kingsburg OR  Mendota OR  Reedley OR  Sanger OR  Selma),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,( (Glenn OR  Orland OR  Willows OR  Artois) OR  (Elk Creek) OR  (Hamilton City)),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,( (Kern OR  Arvin OR  Bakersfield OR  McFarland OR  Shafter OR  Taft OR  Tehachapi)),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,((Kings County) OR  (Avenal OR  Corcoran OR  Hanford OR  Lemoore)) ,AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,( (Los Angeles) OR  (Long Beach)  OR ( Glendale ) OR ( Santa Clarita ) OR ( Pasadena OR Lancaster OR Palmdale OR Pomona OR Torrance OR Watts)),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,( (Modoc County) OR  (Adin OR  Alturas OR Canby OR  Cedarville) OR  (Daphnedale Park) OR  (Eagleville OR  Tionesta)),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,( (Monterey) OR  (Del Rey Oaks) OR  (Greenfield) OR  (King City) OR  (Marina) OR  (Carmel) OR  (Pacific Grove) OR  (Salinas) OR  (Sand City) OR  (Soledad)),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,(%E2%80%98Orange%20County%E2%80%99%20OR%20(Anaheim)%20OR%20(Santa%20Ana)%20OR%20(Irvine%20OR%20Fullerton)%20OR%20(Costa%20Mesa)%20OR%20(Mission%20Viejo)%20OR%20(Westminster)),AND&query=sub,contains,((%20Oil%20OR%20Petroleum%20OR%20(%20Natural%20Gas%20)%20OR%20Fuel%20)),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,( (Sacramento) OR  (Elk Grove) OR  (Citrus Heights) OR  (Folsom) OR  (Rancho Cordova) OR  (Galt) OR  (Isleton)  OR  (Carmichael) OR  (Florin) OR (Orangevale) OR  (Fair Oaks)),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,( (San Benito) OR  (Hollister) OR  (San Juan Bautista) OR  (Aromas OR  Ridgemark OR  Tres Pinos)),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),NOT&query=sub,contains,(San Francisco),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,( (San Diego) OR  (Carlsbad) OR  (Chula Vista) OR  (Coronado) OR  (Del Mar) OR  (Encinitas) OR  (Escondido) OR  (La Mesa) OR  (Oceanside) OR  (Poway) OR  (San Marcos)),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,( (San Francisco)),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,( (San Joaquin) OR  (Stockton OR  Tracy OR  Manteca OR  Lodi OR Lathrop OR  Ripon)),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,( (San Luis Obispo) OR  (Paso Robles) OR  (Atascadero) OR  (Arroyo Grande) OR  (Nipomo) OR  (Los Osos) OR  (Grover Beach) OR  (Morro Bay) OR  (Templeton)),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,((San Mateo) OR  (Belmont OR  Brisbane OR  Burlingame) OR  (Daly City) OR  (Palo Alto) OR  (Menlo Park) OR  (Millbrae) OR  (San Bruno)) ,AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,((Santa Barbara) OR  (Santa Maria) OR  (Lompoc OR  Goleta OR  Orcutt OR  Carpinteria OR  Montecito OR  Solvang OR  Buellton) OR  (Santa Ynez) OR  (Vandenberg))  ,AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,((Solano County) OR (Vallejo OR Fairfield OR Vacaville) OR (Suisun City) OR (Benicia) OR (Rio Vista) OR (Hartley) OR (Allendale) ),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,( Stanislaus OR  Modesto OR  Turlock OR  Ceres OR  Riverbank OR  Oakdale OR  Salida OR  Denair OR  Bystrom OR  Shackelford),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,(Tulare OR  Visalia OR  Porterville OR  Dinuba OR  Farmersville OR  Exeter OR  Woodlake OR  Pixley OR  Goshen OR  Richgrove),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,( (Ventura OR  Oxnard) OR  (Thousand Oaks) OR  (Simi Valley) OR  (Camarillo OR  Moorpark) OR  (Santa Paula) OR  (Fillmore OR  Ojai) OR  (El Rio) OR  (Mira Monte)),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,( (Yolo OR  Woodland OR  Esparto OR  Dunnigan) OR  (Knights Landing) OR  (Madison OR  Clarksburg OR  Guinda OR  Capay)),AND&query=sub,contains,(( Oil OR Petroleum OR ( Natural Gas ) OR Fuel )),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&sortby=rank&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&facet=library,include,5115%E2%80%93125902930005115&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
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California Information File 
 

In the library? Check the California 
Information File before you do anything else!  
This file indexes over 130 years of California 
oil industry articles, books, and manuscript 
collections. 

  

Subject Headings:   

1. Petroleum (various subdivisions) 

2. Land: Oil 

3. Gas: Natural 

Picture File 
Sometimes a picture is worth a 1000 words, 
and not all of our pictures are online. To 
check the rest of the collection search our 
photographic card catalog. 

  

Subject Headings:   

1. Petroleum (various subdivisions) 

Our collection predates computers and so do some of our access 
points! If you are in the library, be sure to check the following 

analog files for leads on more resources. 

Map Files 

Our map files contain a number of maps 
referring to oil drilling location images. Most 
are not online but a large number are listed in 
our card file. 

  

Subject Headings:   

1. Check by location 

https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(001391748 OR 2008-3428)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(001387772 OR 2007-0453)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
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Vertical Files 

Our massive collection of vertical files covers 
a wide variety of topics including oil, gas and 
related industries. You can check them for 
information on oil companies and general 

industry information.  

 

Subject Headings:  Check with librarians. 

Postcard Files 

Separate from our photo collection, our 
postcard collection contains a number of oil 

drilling images. Most are not online. 

  

Subject Headings:  Check with librarians 

Despite our best efforts, some of our resources defy complete 
description. We suggest that you ask a librarian about any oil in-

dustry information contained in the following files 

https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(001528941 OR 2014-4875)&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01CSL_INST:CSL&lang=en&offset=0
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Government Agencies 

California State Archives 
California Department of Conservation 

California State Lands Commission 
US Bureau of Land Management 

US Geological Survey 
US Department of the Interior 

 

 http://www.sos.ca.gov/archives/ 
 http://www.conservation.ca.gov/ 
 http://slc.ca.gov/ 
 https://www.blm.gov/ 
 https://www.usgs.gov/ 
 https://www.doi.gov/ 

Of course the California History Section doesn’t have everything, 
so we suggest that in addition to looking at our collections, you 

contact the following organizations 

Other California State Library Sec-
tions 

Government Publications Section 
Witkin Law Library 

Sutro Library 
General Information 

  
URLs:   

 http://www.library.ca.gov/government-

publications/ 

 http://www.library.ca.gov/law/ 

 http://www.library.ca.gov/sutro/ 

 http://www.library.ca.gov/services 

http://www.sos.ca.gov/archives/
http://www.conservation.ca.gov/
http://slc.ca.gov/
https://www.blm.gov/
https://www.usgs.gov/
https://www.doi.gov/
http://www.library.ca.gov/government-publications/
http://www.library.ca.gov/law/
http://www.library.ca.gov/sutro/
http://www.library.ca.gov/services
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Phone: (916) 654-0176  
E-mail: cslcal@library.ca.gov 
Hours: 9:30-4 Monday-Friday 

 
This guide is also available online at: 

http://www.library.ca.gov/calhist/researchguides.html 

California History Section 
900 N Street Room 200 
Sacramento CA 95814 

 

CALIFORNIA STATE L IBRARY 

CALIFORNIA H ISTORY SECTION 

http://www.library.ca.gov/



