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INTRODUCTION 

 

Have you ever puzzled over the Mystery Spot or wondered why Califor-
nia had an emperor? Do you want to take a tour of the Winchester Mys-
tery House? Then check out our carefully curated selection of images, 
ephemera and books on the stranger aspects of California’s past. If you 
want more information about how to research unusual California sites and 
people, consider viewing our research guide to California Oddities or 
contacting us via the following methods. 

 

Contact us: 
 Web-form: Ask us a Question 
 Email: cslcal@library.ca.gov  
 

 

 

 

Enjoy our display!  

http://www.library.ca.gov/calhist/pdf/OdditiesResearch.pdf
http://askstatelibrary.libraryresearch.info/reft100.aspx?key=Ref_History&cllcid=CAHI
mailto:cslcal@library.ca.gov


V ISUALS 

[C.W.J. Johnson with His One Man 
Band Invention]. (1890). 

Burns. (N.D.). Wonder of wonders: 

The Greatest living monstrosity of the 

known world. Santa Cruz: Burns Job 

Printer. [Broadside]. 

Bummer & Lazarus. [Button] 
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V ISUALS 

Dobbin, H. (1869). Emperor Norton. 
1869. 

Cawston Ostrich Farm Tape Measure. 
(1896).  [Tape Measure]. 

California 8 Footed horse. (c1890). 

[Photograph] 
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V ISUALS 

Gardner, A. (1864). Elk Horn Chair 
Presented by Seth Kinman, California 
Hunter, to President Lincoln, Nov. 
26, 1864. 

Frashers Inc. (1940). Shetland Pony 
Chariot Team, W.K. Kellogg Institute 
of Animal Husbandry, Pomona, Calif. 

Early, Thomas. (c1851). Public 
Notice. (Copy). Hornitos: Hornitas 
[sic] Times. [Broadside]. 
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V ISUALS 

Graf Zeppelin over Los Angeles 
[graphic]. (1929). 

Greenhood & Moran. (N.D.). 

Greenhood & Moran, Mens & Boys 

Clothing Etc. Oakland: Greenhood & 

Moran. [Trade Card] 

Greenhood & Moran. (N.D.). 

Greenhood & Moran, Mens & Boys 

Clothing Etc. Oakland: Greenhood & 

Moran. [Trade Card] 
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http://dbs.library.ca.gov/dbtw-wpd/exec/dbtwpub.dll?QB0=AND&QF0=NO&QI0=102830&TN=CALINFO&RF=webdisplaycollab&DF=webdisplaycollab&AC=QBE_QUERY
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V ISUALS 

Mrs. Winchester Starts for a Drive, 
Winchester Mystery House near San 
Jose, Calif., #9972. (n.d.). 

Hylen, A., & SoCa Digitization 
Project. (1946). [Female Sword 
Swallower]. 

Greenhood & Moran. (N.D.). 

Greenhood & Moran, Mens & Boys 

Clothing Etc. Oakland: Greenhood & 

Moran. [Trade Card] 
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http://dbs.library.ca.gov/dbtw-wpd/exec/dbtwpub.dll?QB0=AND&QF0=NO&QI0=102831&TN=CALINFO&RF=webdisplaycollab&DF=webdisplaycollab&AC=QBE_QUERY
http://dbs.library.ca.gov/dbtw-wpd/exec/dbtwpub.dll?QB0=AND&QF0=NO&QI0=102831&TN=CALINFO&RF=webdisplaycollab&DF=webdisplaycollab&AC=QBE_QUERY


V ISUALS 

Sally Rand's Nude Ranch, Golden Gate 
International Exposition # 4. (1940). 

New York Soap Company. (N.D.) Ask 

for Star of the Kitchen. San Francisco: 

Newell & Bro., Manufacturers. [Trade 

Card] 

Pray, Rieman. (N.D.). Dorsey U.S. 

Mail Carrier: 3 Mile Route Calico to 

Bismark. [Photograph]. 
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Seth Kinman, California Hunter and 
Trapper, Who Presented President 
Lincoln with the Elk Horn Chair. 
(1864). 

[Scene at Los Angeles Area Ostrich 
Farm]. (1922). 

V ISUALS 

Stark, Z. (1950). "Mystery Spot" Santa 
Cruz, Calif. (7 Views). 
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V ISUALS 

Sutro Baths. (1896). San Francisco: 

Louis Roesche Co. [Broadside]. 

Rininger, E. M. (1897). Certificate of 

cure. San Francisco: E.M. Rininger. 

[Certificate]. 

Welch, W. (n.d.). American Humour. 
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V ISUALS 

Winchester Mystery House near San 
Jose before the Earthquake, #9973. 
(n.d.). 
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BOOKS 

Abbott, C. (2006). Frontiers past and 
future : Science fiction and the 
American West. Lawrence: University 
Press of Kansas. 

Chabot, P. (2008). Operation blue 
light : My secret life among psychic 
spies (1st. ed.). Sacramento, CA: 
Cherubim Pub. 

Bishop, G., Oesterle, J., Marinacci, 
M., Moran, M., & Sceurman, M. 
(2006). Weird California : Your travel 
guide to California's local legends and 
best kept secrets. New York, NY: 
Sterling Pub. 
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Greenberg, T. (2002). California 
firsts : The famous, infamous, and 
quirky of the Golden State. 
Philadelphia: Camino Books. 

BOOKS 

Ferguson, M. (1980). The Aquarian 
conspiracy : Personal and social 
transformation in the 1980s (1st ed.). 
Los Angeles : New York: J. P. 
Tarcher ; distributed by St. Martin's 
Press. 

Drury, W. (1986). Norton I, Emperor 
of the United States (1st ed.). New 
York: Dodd, Mead. 
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BOOKS 

Hearne, J. (1993). Only in California : 
Fabulous facts, weird happenings, and 
eccentric ephemera from America's 
most altered state. New York: Plume. 

Hillinger, C. (2000). California 
characters : [an array of amazing 
people]. Santa Barbara, CA: Capra 
Press. 

Heimann, J. (2001). California crazy 
and beyond : Roadside vernacular 
architecture. San Francisco: Chronicle 
Books. 
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BOOKS 

Jacobson, L., & Wanamaker, M. 
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ghostly tour of filmland (1st ed.). 
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Irwin, W. (2000). Seinfeld and 
philosophy : A book about everything 
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Keyes, K. (1974). Handbook to higher 
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guide to San Francisco (2nd ed., with 
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