
LIFELONG  LEARNING         
Building a community of lifelong learners—and helping Californians enjoy the social and economic benefts 
that learning brings—starts with the library. 

Public libraries foster fundamental learning and life skills through storytime sessions, art and music, and 
science-based programs for early learners and their caregivers. They support children and teens with 
homework help, study spaces, book clubs, and diverse book collections. They help youth develop social-
emotional and workforce-readiness skills through afterschool and summer programs. 

For adults, the library is a classroom for life. Thousands of adult learners rely on the library as a place to 
build basic reading and writing skills, explore new technologies, develop health and fnancial literacy skills, 

earn a high school diploma, prepare for college or 
graduate school, and get job-related training. 

Technology labs, makerspaces, citizenship corners, 
storytime nooks, study rooms, performance spaces, 
career centers, book collections, bookmobiles, 
and pop-up libraries keep Californians of all ages 
learning—in the library and out in the community. 

Nearly 2,000 adults have a high school 

diploma through the Career Online High 

School program available at 66 California 

public library jurisdictions and 750 branches, 

and another 1,500 are currently enrolled.a 

EARLY STARTS HAVE LASTING IMPACTS 
• Parents who read to their children regularly 

from an early age help increase their children’s 
vocabularies, understanding of language, and 
cognitive skills.1 Family literacy programs, which 
are commonly ofered in public libraries, support 
early literacy and reading as a shared household 
activity, and help to close the school-readiness 
gap.2 

• Access to reading materials—especially the free 
and varied access that libraries provide—is a key 
factor in developing and maintaining reading 
habits. When adults and children choose and 
read books together, they describe reading as “an 
escape valve, a way to envision a diferent future 
for themselves.”3 

The South San Francisco  Library is hosting 

“learning pods” that provide a safe, 

emotionally  supportive learning space 

for  40 students  in the most  economically 

disadvantaged communities of the southern 

Peninsula.  At the end of the  school day, the pods 

transform into out-of-school-time learning 

spaces with a focus on STEAM education.   b  
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LITERACY AND LEARNING GROW STRONGER, HEALTHIER  
INDIVIDUALS AND COMMUNITIES 
• Over 15,000 adults received tutoring in reading, 

writing, and math skills in a California public library 
during the 2018–2019 fscal year.4 A landmark 
report from the National Commission on Adult 
Literacy says that adults with higher literacy skills 
have higher rates of employment, more access 
to workplace training, and higher weekly and 
lifetime incomes. Higher education correlates with 
lower incarceration rates and better self-reported 
health.5 

• Those with higher educational attainment are 
more likely to break generational cycles of poverty, 
single parenthood, and emotional or behavioral 
problems.6 By supporting literacy, learning, and 
access to reliable health information, libraries 
have a positive impact on the health of their 
users. Those healthy users, in turn, contribute to 
stronger, more resilient communities.7 

Oakland Public Library is delivering art 

instruction in 20 elementary schools 

in low-income communities. During  the 

pandemic, the project is  providing take-

home  kits for students, and  the  art instructor 

incorporates social-emotional learning into 

classes to help students manage their stress. c  

MAKING IT EASY FOR EVERYONE  TO LEARN 
• Eighty-seven percent of people see the library as 

a place that creates educational opportunities for 
people of all ages. Nearly half of all Americans 
regard the library as having an important role in 
sparking young people’s creativity.8 

• The Harvard Family Research Project asserts that 
library programs such as computer literacy, English 
as a Second Language, and General Educational 
Development (GED) classes “contribute to lifelong 
learning and lead to reductions in stress, real 
savings in time and money, and the acquisition of 
important job skills.”9 

• With 52 percent of American adults categorized 
as “relatively hesitant” to trust technology, go 
online for information, or use digital tools for 
personal learning,10 the technology training and 
resources that libraries deliver provide “structural, 
often community-wide, workforce development 
training and support.”11 

Tulare County Library hires teen interns to 

help build the library’s makerspace and 

develop and carry out online programming. 

The project helps teens develop their project 

planning and public performance skills—both 

important in an information economy.d  
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	Structure Bookmarks
	Libraries serve as “bedrocks of civil society … it’s important that institutions like libraries get the recognition they deserve. … They are the kinds of places where the public, private, and philanthropic sectors can work together to reach for something higher than the bottom line.”a Eric Klinenberg, Palaces for the People 
	In Butte County, the library’s literacy coach makes about 230 visits a year, delivering family literacy services countywide. Library staf also partner with community organizations like the Gridley Farm Labor Camp to provide library access, conversation practice, and computer services to migrant workers.b 
	In Solano County, library staf placed books for boys of color in barbershops. Young boys read the books during their frequent haircuts. Barbers say the books encourage the boys to read and provide reading materials for families who aren’t able to visit their local library.c  
	The community hub at El Dorado County Library ofers classes, groups, and activities for expectant parents and families with children ages 0–18. The hub brings together a team of local community agencies including First 5 El Dorado, and El Dorado County’s Early Care and Education Planning Council, Child Abuse Prevention Council, and Health and Human Services Agency.d 
	Altadena Library District, Pasadena Public Library, and Sierra Madre Public Library are at the heart of a local network of early childhood hubs, named Growing Together Pasadena. Well-established community organizations provide coordinated services and support to families. The hubs focus on kindergarten-readiness and offer welcoming spaces, individualized resources and referrals, parenting support, and opportunities for children to grow in key developmental areas.e 
	Mission Viejo’s Kinder Ready! addresses vulnerabilities in school readiness by providing programming focusing on four key areas of early childhood development—social and emotional development, self-care and motor skills, language development, and early learning.a 
	Forty percent of children aged 5 and below in California are in the care of informal caregivers—family members, friends, and neighbors. Stay and Play programs at local libraries provide these informal caregivers with guidance and resources typically only available to licensed childcare providers. Over 800 children and adults took part in the program at just five locations in the first six months.b 
	At the Los Angeles Public Library, Teen Council members suggest purchases for the library, plan library programs, write articles for the teen blog, and can earn community service hours. The library’s Teens Leading Change supports library teen councils that work on topics like immigration and citizenship, voting rights and voter registration, net neutrality, and information literacy.c 
	Public library summer meal programs, like California’s Lunch at the Library program, fght food insecurity, childhood obesity, and the efects of hunger on educational attainment and emotional wellbeing for kids. Besides providing free summer meals, Lunch at the Library delivers reading programs, resources, and activities for the whole family. In 2020, libraries provided children and teens with 296,124 summer meals and hundreds of thousands of books, activity kits, and learning and enrichment materials.d 
	The South San Francisco  Library is hosting “learning pods” that provide a safe, emotionally  supportive learning space for  40 students  in the most  economically disadvantaged communities of the southern Peninsula.  At the end of the  school day, the pods transform into out-of-school-time learning spaces with a focus on STEAM education.   b  
	Oakland Public Library is delivering art instruction in 20 elementary schools in low-income communities. During  the pandemic, the project is  providing take-home  kits for students, and  the  art instructor incorporates social-emotional learning into classes to help students manage their stress. c  
	Tulare County Library hires teen interns to help build the library’s makerspace and develop and carry out online programming. The project helps teens develop their project planning and public performance skills—both important in an information economy.d  
	Santa Barbara Public Library’s SBPL Works! provides one-to-one consultations in English and Spanish. Community members can get help with résumés, cover letters, using the computer, interview practice, and using Employment Development Department resources.20  After a series of natural disasters in 2017 and 2018, the library expanded its program to help the community recover.a  
	Many libraries demonstrate their value by showing people how much they save each time they check out an item from the library, instead of purchasing it somewhere else. The Ontario City Library in San Bernardino County found that library users saved almost $10 million by borrowing materials from the library in the 2018–2019 fiscal year alone.b  




